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Foreward

John O’Connor’s “White Lies Matter:
Decoding American Deceptionalism”

By Michael Wilson

Artist/art professor John A. O’Connor
characterizes his series White Lies Mat-
ter: Decoding American Deceptionalism
as “a history of American hypocrisy.”
Using the image of the slate as a con-
sistent base, White Lies Matter ranges
across historical and contemporary
America, touching down at flashpoints of
inequality, misunderstanding, and con-
flict. From the gradual decay of national
institutions to more immediate political
crises, O’Connor’s project traverses a list
of illegalities and cover-ups, oppressions
and suppressions, tracing links between
individuals and institutions in positions

of influence. It begins with Christopher
Columbus and the First Thanksgiving—
mythologies that crumble very easily by
now—and moves on through the contra-
dictory and belated embedding of religion
in the nation’s founding documents, to the
calamitous installation of Donald Trump as
its 45th president.

White Lies Matter: Decoding Ameri-
can Deceptionalism reveals the decep-
tions, lies, and cynicism of America and
the “fake news” and “alt- facts” that per-
meate contemporary society.

Note: Michael Wilson is a New York-
based writer and editor and the author of
How to Read Contemporary Art: Experi-
encing the Art of the 21st Century (New
York: Abrams, 2013).
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John A. O’Connor, White Lies Matter: Decoding American Deceptionalism
2017-18. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.




If you tell a lie big enough and keep re-
peating it, people will eventually come to
believe it. The lie can be maintained only
for such time as the State can shield the
people from the political, economic and/
or military consequences of the lie. It thus
becomes vitally important for the State
to use all of its powers to repress dissent,
for the truth is the mortal enemy of the
lie, and thus by extension, the truth is the
greatest enemy of the State.

—Joseph Goebbels

White Lies Matter: Decoding American Decep-
tionalism is a visual history of American hypoc-
risy.

“The lllusory Truth Effect: Exploring Implicit
and Explicit Memory Influences on Consumer
Judgments” states, “Repetition does not seem
like a sound basis for determining truth, but
researchers have consistently found that people
rate repeated statements as more true than non-
repeated statements. This effect is known as the
illusory truth effect and appears to be quite per-
sistent.”

The lllusory truth effect affirms that what
Joesph Goebbels, the Nazi Minister of Propa-
ganda from 1933-45—and one of Adolf Hitler’s
closest associates—said is quite true! If a lie is
repeated over and over, the chance that it will be
accepted as truth increases each time the lie is
repeated.

This phenomenon didn’t just occur. It
wasn’t the result of Stephen Colbert’s constant
battering us with “truthiness.” The idea of repeat-
ing a lie to convince someone that it was the truth
goes back to Roman times and was also used by
Napoleon, Ronald Reagan, and probably every
politician and advertiser who was aware of its ef-
fects.?

This introduction is based on my research
on the illusory truth effect, lies, and the “illusion of
reality”—and it also provides the context for the
“decoding” that occurs on the following pages.

Beginning in the early 1960s, John A.
O’Connor, “the punning, painting, pedagogue”
began a series of paintings, drawings, and works
on paper that included satire, social criticism, and

anti-mainstream commentary on a variety of is-
sues. Taking his lead from artists like Hieronymus
Bosch (The Garden of Earthly Delights, The Last
Judgment); William Hogarth (A Harlot's Progress,
A Rake'’s Progress); and Francisco José de Goya
y Lucientes (Los Disparates [The follies, The
Proverbs, and/or The Dreams]; Los Disastres

de la Guerra; and, especially Los Caprichos),
O’Connor initiated a second side to his better-
known Bay Area Figurative work. Including word-
plays made with stencils, irreverent dialog, and a
take on the more serious works by Jasper Johns,
O’Connor started to develop a group of themes
and images that would recur throughout his ca-
reer and subsequently lead to the current digital
art series, White Lies Matter: Decoding American
Deceptionalism.

This series of “fake slates” explores many
popular misconceptions that we all share about
what is really going on in our lives. From early
American treatment of the native population to
a symbol of the only Irish pub on communist soll
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba “where it don’t gitmo
better than this.” After careful consideration, Bill
Clinton’s “little blue dress” episode looks down-
right insignificant when compared to JFK’s real
exploits. What is the real story behind Obama’s
“red line in Syria?” Other issues include the ubig-
uitous “1%.” Is its rule “The New Normal?” What
about the CEO of BP whose infamous remark
following the disastrous Gulf Oil Spill was, “l want
my life back”—as if his life were the one at risk,
and the only one that really mattered. There is
also the re-revelation of NASA'S Nazis. Who alive
today remembers them, or how our government
officials hid their illegal actions from then-Presi-
dent Truman while importing some of the greatest
war criminals the world had ever witnessed?

Numerous other issues are also revealed,
or uncovered—such as the government’s role
in suppressing contraception by using the U.S.
Postal Service as its agent. The support of blood
libel, the yellow cake incident, the cover-ups
at Abu Ghraib, and many more ask you tough
questions about what you really know about “the
greatest country on earth.”

White Lies Matter: Decoding American
Deceptionalism reveals the deceptions, lies, and
cynicism of America and the “fake news” and “alt-
facts” that permeate contemporary society.



Plate 2.
John A. O’Connor, Columbus Discovered America, Right? 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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For decades, American schoolchildren parroted
the rhyme “In fourteen hundred ninety-two Co-
lumbus sailed the ocean blue.” While it appears
that there is virtually no agreement on who really
wrote this poem (it’'s much longer than the open-
ing line), it seems to have literally infected Ameri-
can history.

So, did Columbus really discover America?
Well, no! He apparently never even set foot on
any part of the Americas—unless you want to ar-
gue that the islands in the Caribbean—the West
Indies—are a part of America. Ironically, they
are called the West Indies because Columbus
thought he had discovered the East Indies—and
called its residents “Indians.”

Columbus made four voyages to the “new
world,” but it was finding gold that drove him and
the early Spanish colonists. (He did not attempt
to prove that the world was round by his voyages
as is commonly believed. Most of the people of
his time had given up on that idea much ear-
lier.) In order to mine this precious mineral, they
utilized the native population as slaves. Subse-
quently, the original inhabitants of the West Indies
were virtually exterminated by European colonists
who infected them with various diseases to which
they had no immunity or by extreme exploitation
and overworking them.?

Columbus’ story becomes even more
incredible when the Pope “gave” the Americas
to Spain! Following Columbus’ discovery, Pope
Alexander VI issued a May 4, 1493, papal bull
granting official ownership of the New World to
Ferdinand and Isabella. To these monarchs, the
Pope declared:

We of our own motion, and not at
your solicitation, do give, concede,
and assign for ever to you and your
successors, all the islands, and
main lands, discovered; and which
may hereafter, be discovered, to-
wards the west and south; whether
they be situated towards India, or to-
wards any other part whatsoever, and
give you absolute power in them.*

MATTER

To make Columbus’ discovery of America even
more unlikely, one needs only to refer to Leif
Eriksson who is generally regarded as the
first European to set foot on North America
sometime around the year 1000—almost 500
years before Columbus discovered America.®

But was Eriksson really the first European
to make landfall in the Americas or was it the Solu-
treans? And, if so, when? If this story were true, it
would appear that they arrived from Europe more
than 20,000 years ago. And that would be a god-
send for white supremacists and the “Make Ameri-
ca Great Again” crowd—for it would imply that Eu-
ropeans and not Indians first settled this country.®

And, although many Americans continue to
celebrate Columbus on his own very special oc-
casion—Columbus Day—originally proclaimed a
national holiday by U.S. President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt in 1937"—other, more informed Ameri-
cans celebrate Indigenous Peoples Day. In spite
of what passes for “authentic American history,”
Columbus’ real legacy was “colonialism, slavery,
and the destruction of peoples and cultures.”




Plate 3
John A. O’Connor, The First Thanksgiving, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in. 2017)




As children, most of us learned that Pilgrims on
the Mayflower arrived at Plymouth Rock in 1620.
Many Americans today believe that they were
the first settlers in what is now the United States.
Unprepared for the harsh winter, they, supposed-
ly, were saved by the friendly natives, who gave
them food and taught them how to plant corn.’

The following autumn, during their first
harvest in the New World, they had a feast to
commemorate the hardships they had survived,
and Pilgrim and Indian joined hands in a glorious
celebration.

Of course, the reality was quite different,
since the Spanish had arrived much earlier. No,
Christopher Columbus, an Italian explorer in
service to Spain after being refused by England
and Portugal, didn’t “discover” America in 1492.
Seeking a trade route to Asia, Columbus landed
in what is now the Bahamas.?

The real story is far more cruel, murder-
ous, and genocidal. Years before the Pilgrims
arrived, Spanish settlers and their African slaves
established a very small town in what is now
South Carolina. But instead of the glorious cel-
ebrations and wonderful Thanksgivings, there
were apparently many misgivings, including dis-
ease, fights with the Indians, and a slave revolt,
followed by the Spanish evacuation back to Haiti.
Consequently, the first non-native settlers in the
U.S. were black Africans! (Make America Great
Again?)?

Elsewhere, British fishermen had intro-

duced a plague that swept through the tribes of
coastal New England and wiped out nearly nine-
ty-six percent of the entire population before the
Pilgrims even landed. There were reportedly so
many bodies that settlers would leave the towns
rather than deal with them—only to introduce the
bug to the next tribe they encountered. In James
Loewen’s article on Thanksgiving, he quotes
Howard Simpson, “Villages lay in ruins because
there was no one to tend them. The ground was
strewn with the skulls and the bones of thou-
sands of Indians who had died and none was left
to bury them.™

There’s also evidence that the Pilgrims al-
ready knew about the plague, and so chose Cape
Cod because they knew that the Indians had
already been wiped out, leaving cleared lands
and cornfields ripe for the taking. Even worse, the
Pilgrims would steal food and tools from any In-
dians left alive, who were too weak to fight back.
But the settlers in Virginia were actually eating
the Indians,® so | guess the Pilgrims weren’t that
bad by comparison. Yes, | did say eating them.®

-,
™
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Plate 4
John A. O’Connor, Onward Christian Founders, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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There is not even one reference in the Consti-
tution of the United States to “ ‘God’ or ‘the Al-
mighty’ or any euphemism for a higher power.”
The U.S. Declaration of Independence (1776)
states that the government derives it power from
“the consent of the governed.” There are, how-
ever, four references to “higher powers” in the
document, but the author infers that they never
implied “a role for a god in government.”

In the Articles of Confederation, the term
“Great Governor of the World” occurs once, but
“‘just as the Articles of Confederation give no au-
thority to religion in civil matters, so too does the
document deny any authority of government in
matters of faith.”

In Article VI of The Constitution of the
United States (1787), the one reference to reli-
gion is “[N]o religious Test shall ever be required
as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust
under the United States.™

The Federalist Papers (1787-88) were
written by John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, and
James Madison, and religion is only mentioned in
terms of keeping it out of government and gov-
ernment out of religion. The author then con-
cludes, “We are not a Christian nation.”™

Jumping ahead to modern times, Sarah
Palin reminds us that the phrase, “under God” in
the Pledge of Allegiance “was good enough for

the founding fathers, its [sic] good enough for me.

. . .”® Since that phrase was put into the Pledge
in 1954, that means Hamilton would have been
197 years old, Madison 203, and Jay 209.

But what about, “In God We trust’? Try
1861, the Civil War, and the U.S. government’s

- MATTER

pandering to the National Reform Association.
(NRA!)

Ironically, while most Americans, and most
of America’s “Real and Fake Media” denounce
Islamic Sharia Law, a significant number of both
apparently want and would support Christian
Law. In 1954, one Ralph Flanders (no, not the
one in The Simpsons)—a Senator from indepen-
dent Bernie Sander’s Vermont—proposed The
Flanders Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

It stated that, “This nation devoutly recognizes
the authority and law of Jesus Christ, Savior and
Ruler of nations, through whom are bestowed the
blessings of almighty God.” ”

g e
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Plate 5
John A. O’Connor, By George, 2017. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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The cherry tree myth is, undoubtedly, the most
well-known and longest enduring legend about
George Washington.

In the original version of this long-celebrat-
ed myth, when young George was six years old
he received a hatchet as a gift. What to do?

Well, George apparently—and with great
gusto—whacked up his father’s beloved cherry
tree. When his father, Augustine, discovered what
George had done, he became quite angry and
confronted him. Young George—supposedly—
bravely said, “l cannot tell a lie. . .1 did cut it with
my hatchet.”

Apparently overwhelmed, “Washington’s
father embraced him and rejoiced that his son’s
honesty was worth more than a thousand trees.”

Who invented this myth and why did it
endure? Well, it was concocted by one Mason
Locke Weems who has been described “as an
itinerant minister and bookseller.”® Generally
known as Parson Weems, he first published The
Life of Washington in 1800, but he didn’t include
the cherry tree legend until the fifth edition in
1806. Weems evidently was a wise and shrewd
salesman because he had a plan to use this el-
evation of honesty as a great private virtue to sell
the American public on a hero the people were
anxious to read about. In this way, Weems was
able to emphasize virtues that showed Wash-
ington “as the perfect role model, especially for
young Americans.” By showing that Washing-
ton’s great public achievements were the result of
his private integrity, Weems was able to portray
the private side of a public hero—the inside story
of a man about whom the masses knew little.

MATTER

Ironically, it was another minister and col-
lege professor, one William Holmes McGuffey,
who in his famous McGuffey’s Readers, devel-
oped a series of grammar school textbooks that
retold the cherry tree myth as a children’s story
for over twenty years in his Eclectic Second
Reader. More than 120 million copies of these
“readers” were sold during the century that they
remained in print.°

Then, in the 1830s the cherry tree myth
was further ingrained in the American fabric by no
less than P. T. Barnum. He purchased an elderly
slave woman whom he advertised was the 161
year old woman who raised George Washington.
Apparently her success at telling believable sto-
ries was based on her age.®

By George, no wonder the cherry tree
myth has endured!

Do you know who was Conotocaurious?
Conotocaurious is “an Algonquian name that
translated to ‘town taker’ or “devourer of villages.”
It was the name George Washington used when
he referred to himself in negotiations with the
“Nations of Indians.” That name, ironically, is not
exactly the name one would expect to be used
when referring to the “father of America.”
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Plate 6
John A. O’Connor, Measuring Value, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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The Declaration of Independence states,
“We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal. ...”
American Exceptionalism indeed!

America’s most fought

for and admired values:
+ Freedom
+ Equality
+ Democracy
+ Champion of the little guy
+ Helper of the oppressed
+ Defender against tyranny
+ Capitalism
* Independence
+ Strength
+ Rightness and righteousness
+ Manifest destiny
+ God
+ Freedom of religion

CAPITAL

T

- MATTER

“Capitalism and strength have made America
great, but they have generated their own set of
inequalities. Our wealth is unequaled, but Jesus
taught that our faith should make wealth mean-
ingless. Equality is a wonderful ideal, but frankly,
not everyone is created equal. Freedom is fine
until we see our vast money-obsessed entertain-
ment and happiness apparatus assaulting us with
base immorality, cowardly news, and stupidity.”

The images in the left and right panels rep-
resent various countries’ symbol/sign for money
based on a list of the highest value world curren-
cies.
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Plate 7
John A. O’Connor, The Golden Rule, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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The desire of gold is not for gold. It is for
the means of freedom and benefit.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson

“He who has the gold makes the rules,” is widely
attributed to Brant Parker and Johnny Hart for
the comment in the fourth panel of their May 3,
1965 comic strip, Wizard of Id." However, there
are many other claimants to this quote, and it has
had many other manifestations.

Of course, the original meaning of The
Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you,” is quite different. Appearing in
antiquity, it eventually occurs, in varying forms, in
nearly all religions. Ironically, a number of phi-
losophers have criticized the rule on numerous
levels—one in particular that has great relevance
today. For example, if a terrorist with no aversion
to his or her own death wanted to die because
death would lead to martyrdom, then this “rule”
could appear to justify the killing of others. Why?
Because the Golden Rule is not singular. It has at
least two forms: positive and negative.?

There are also numerous criticisms of the
criticisms of The Golden Rule. Irony exists here
also because one could easily contend that,
throughout human history, most people have
never tried to apply the rule, let alone live by it.

The images depicted on the panels on this
slate have a very specific relationship to gold and
its influence both as a symbol and metaphor. For
example, why do we seek wealth? Why is or was
there a gold standard? Why did the U.S. go off
the gold standard? Does money buy happiness?
The great philosopher, Arthur Schopenhauer
once said, “Money is like sea-water: The more
we drink the thirstier we become; and the same is
true of fame.”

Friedrich Nietzsche once asked, “But tell

- MATTER

me: how did gold get to be the highest value? Be-
cause it is uncommon and useless and gleaming
and gentle in its brilliance; it always gives itself.
Only as an image of the highest virtue did gold
get to be the highest value. The giver’s glance
gleams like gold. A golden brilliance concludes
peace between the moon and the sun. Uncom-
mon is the highest virtue and useless, it is gleam-
ing and gentle in its brilliance: a gift-giving virtue
is the highest virtue.™ Irony indeed since the
Nazi’s tried, and partially succeeded, in misinter-
preting just about everything he had to say!

Then, there is Walter Benjamin, another
German philosopher who said, “First, capitalism
is a pure religious cult, perhaps the most extreme
there ever was.”™ And, in the Book of Exodus
in The Bible, the Golden Calf is depicted as a
symbol of idolatry. However, the bronze Charg-
ing Bull, a piece of art that has become a hugely
popular international tourist attraction, is certainly
a symbol of Wall Street: financial optimism and
greater prosperity.”

Of course, what a further irony it is that
most wedding rings and halos are golden, and
the reward for student achievement has histori-
cally been a gold star.
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Plate 8
John A. O’Connor, A Certain “T”, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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But you know, you do have a problem because
half of the [American] people don’t pay any tax.'
—Donald Trump

Ironically, 100% die.

This shibboleth, “Nothing is certain except for
death and taxes” is attributed by some sources to
Benjamin Franklin—while others say it belongs to
Mark Twain or Daniel Defoe.

Benjamin Franklin, who wrote in a 1789
letter that “Our new Constitution is now estab-
lished, and has an appearance that promises
permanency; but in this world nothing can be said
to be certain, except death and taxes.” How-
ever, The Yale Book of Quotations includes the
following statement from Christopher Bullock,
The Cobler of Preston (1716), “Tis impossible to
be sure of any thing but Death and Taxes.” The
same source also includes the quote, “Death and
Taxes, they are certain,” from Edward Ward, The
Dancing Devils (1724).3

The “business card” in this “slate” contains
a silhouette portrait of Franklin along with the
abovementioned quote that is attributed to him.
The green line, a “V,” represents the wealthiest

1% of the American population, and that idea is
reinforced by the repetition of 1% on the bottom
border on the “slates frame.” Numerous images
representing Texas and the “Western Culture” are
included in the vertical frame borders as visual
puns on the phrase “death and taxes.”

The idea of death and taxes also refers to
the famous quote “you can’t take it with you” the
title of a 1936 play by Moss Hart and George S.
Kaufman.*But, contrary to most popular thinking,
a version of the phrase can be found in the Bible.
(Check out 1 Timothy 6:7.)

It is also a reference to the so-called
“death tax” also known as the estate or inheri-
tance tax. There is so much “gibberish” and mis-
leading information about these taxes that they
have earned a place in White Lies Matter.

"In this world nothing
can be said to be cerrain
except death and taxes.”
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Plate 9
John A. O’Connor, USAUSAUSA, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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“So long as patriotism dwells among us, so long will this song be the theme of our nation.””

- -

Francis Scott Key wrote America’s national an-
them while he watched the 1814 Battle of Balti-
more from a ship in the harbor. Originally a poem
titled “Defense of Fort M’Henry,” it was rewritten
several times and also then renamed the “The
Star Spangled Banner.” The “bomb bursting in
air” is from the original version. He later changed
it to “bombs” bursting in air.

While most Americans assume that it has
been our national anthem from the time it was
written, it didn’t officially became the national
anthem until 1931.

Recognized as one of American’s most
patriotic symbols, it embodied a number of con-
tradictions from the beginning. Written by a per-
son opposed to the war, and also a slave owner,
it honors “the land of the free.”

And, what of “the home of the brave?”
What about the Native Americans? Romanticiz-
ing American outlaws? The KKK? And, what do
you really know about Teddy Roosevelt and the
Rough Riders?

Eirst come

Last served

Sp———)

How did we become “One nation, under
God?” Why do we have the largest prison popula-
tion in the world??

How does The Patriot Act preserve our
freedoms? Hint: It’'s not about Tom Brady and his
football team?

Purity
and
innocence

Why are United States Government offi-
cials sworn in on the Bible?

When did women get voting rights?

Are you ready, really ready, to tolerate
LGBTQ, and what about their rights?

What’s the NDAA?

Do you know what due process really
means?

Do you remember Vietham? The Vietham
War? Do you know that it is not included, in any
detail, in most U.S. history textbooks? And, if it is,
does it talk about the My Lai Massacre? Or Kent
State?*

Have you ever heard of the Scopes Mon-
key Trial?

Well, it’s all here for you to decipher!



Plate 10
John A. O’Connor, The Other Supremes, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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“Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) stands first
in any list of the worst Supreme Court de-
cisions—Chief Justice Hughes called it the
Court’s greatest self-inflicted wound.””

What an irony it is that The Supremes were
among the greatest and most successful vocal
groups of all time—and are listed as “to date
America’s most successful vocal group.”

Isn’t that a great paradox that The Su-
premes chose the name usually reserved for the
justices of America’s highest court—that same
court that gave us the Dred Scott decision?

Dred Scott was an African American who
was born in Virginia in 1795 as a slave. His life
was a crazy mixture of normality and insanity—
apparently quite usual for a black man of that era.

Scott eventually entered a lengthy period
seeking his freedom—first by purchasing it for
himself and his family (which was not successful),
and then, subsequently, through the court sys-
tem. Thus began a bizarre series of events and
even more outlandish trials beginning in 1846—
even though by law he apparently had unknow-
ingly already achieved his freedom by marriage
in the Wisconsin Territory in 1836 since slavery,
supposedly, was already prohibited there.

After another trial in Missouri in 1854, the
U.S. Supreme Court received the case and it im-
mediately made its first error—mistakenly misnam-
ing it Dred Scott v. Sandford, the name the case
has been known by ever since. (The man Scott
sued was named John Sanford.)?

THE TANEY COURT

- MATTER

To add even more absurdity to this case, in
fact to make it seem even more contemporary, it
was discovered that then-President-elect James
Buchanan intervened illegally in the case by
pressuring two of the justices. In its decision, the
Supreme Court of the United States of America
ruled that Scott was not an American citizen—
and therefore he had no legal right to sue for his
freedom! Not only did Scott have no legal right to
sue for his freedom, Chief Justice Roger Taney
wrote extensively about how neither slaves nor
their descendents were people. Then, he con-
tinued on about how the Declaration of Indepen-
dence made that quite clear. He sustained his
lengthy commentary in order to make it absolute-
ly clear that, in his opinion, the Constitution of the
United States specifically spells out the right of
Americans to import slaves and to own them. The
decision also concluded that the Fifth Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution (what is referred to
today as “pleading the fifth” when one does not
wish to incriminate oneself) actually protected
slaveholder’s rights.*

Two of the Supreme Court justices did dis-
sent from the majority decision. Democrats, such
as they were at that period in our history, gener-
ally applauded the decision, while most Republi-
cans denounced it.

And then, even more ironically, Scott’s
ownership was transferred again so that his
former owner’s husband, a staunch abolitionist,
could avoid being justly labeled a hypocrite. Eigh-
teen months before Dred Scott’s death, he was
freed.
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Plate 11
John A. O’Connor, Women'’s Suffrage, 2017. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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“Had the suffrage movement not been so ignored by historians, women like Lucretia Mott,
Carrie Chapman Catt and Alice Paul would be as familiar to most Americans as Thomas
Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt or Martin Luther King, Jr. We would know the story of how
women were denied the right to vote despite the lofty words of the Constitution, how
women were betrayed after the Civil War, defeated and often cheated in election after
election, and how they were forced to fight for their rights against entrenched opposition
with virtually no financial, legal or political power.”"

On August 18, 1920—when the 19th Amendment
to the United States Constitution was ratified—
American women finally gained voting equal-

ity with black men. Black men supposedly had
achieved voting equality with white men in 1870
when the 15th Amendment to the United States
Constitution was passed. It took a mere 70 years
from the origination of the women'’s rights move-
ment to achieve that goal.?

What is perhaps less well known is that
Democrat President Woodrow Wilson opposed
women’s right to vote. During his inauguration in
1913, many women suffragettes were injured as
they paraded through the streets of Washington,
D. C. in support of their cause.?

By 1918, Wilson decided to switch his
position on voting rights for women apparently
because of the role women had played in World
War I. However, even with the president’s sup-
port, the amendment failed in the Senate. In
1919, the House and Senate passed the amend-
ment, then sent it to the states for ratification.
After thirty five states had ratified the amend-
ment, it was up to a twenty three-year-old Repub-
lican from McMinn County in Tennessee. Harry
T. Burn, in an unusual reversal of his position
opposing the amendment that supposedly came
about at the urging of his mother, cast the decid-
ing vote for approval. With that vote and certifica-
tion on August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment
was official. Almost sixty four years later, Mis-
sissippi finally ratified it in—a typically Orwellian

twist—1984.

Ironically, Wyoming, now recognized as
the most conservative state,* approved women’s
suffrage in 1869 and elected its first woman to
statewide office in 1894.° But the first state to
elect any woman to statewide office was North
Dakota. It elected Laura Eisenhuth, a Democrat,
to the office of Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion in 1892.%

It is very interesting to note that the two
states currently listed as the most conservative in
America were the first to elect statewide female
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John A. O’Connor, White Knights, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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U. S. KLANS
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN

Equol
But
Separate
Rights

We Are Not
A Hate
Organization

James R. Crowt, FNDR, 1865

THE KLAN RIDES AGAIN

R
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Was the Klan the result of the Civil War?

A Christian organization that attacked
blacks, Jews, gays, people from other coun-
tries—and even Catholics, it has had exalted
Cyclops, Imperial Wizards, and Grand Dragons
and utilized tar and featherings and rape as its
greeting card—a “hallmark of the Klan.”

“The Ku Klux Klan is now the oldest
single-purpose terrorist organization in the world
maintaining the same title and focus.” Ironically,
one of its initial founders was named James R.
Crowe.

In 2017, the KKK is an active, widespread
group of people located in California, Delaware,
Florida, New York, lllinois, Indiana, Maine, Michi-
gan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
and Washington—as well as all over the South.?

“When Trump buoyed the Ku Klux Klan
and the neo-Nazis who had marched in Charlot-
tesville with Tiki torches, Confederate flags, Nazi
slogans, swastikas and banners reading ‘Jews
will not replace us’—even as one of their lead-
ers told a Vice News reporter how disgusting it
was that Trump’s ‘beautiful’ blond daughter was
married to a Jewish man—the president made it
clear which category he is in.”*

But, before we blame Trump, Republi-
cans, and the Alt-Right, let’s take a hard look at
the Southern Democrats following the Civil War.
Formed in Tennessee in 1865, the KKK was a
social club for former soldiers of the confederacy,
but it soon evolved into a group of activists op-
posed to Republican political power and Southern
blacks.®
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There seem to be innumerable theories
about why they named the group the Ku Klux
Klan. One reliable source suggests that Ku Klux
was derived from the Greek word “kyklos” which
is translated as “circle” and the word “klan” is a
variation on the Gaelic word for a “clan.”

Hmm. So, the Confederate soldiers who
formed this group were conversant in Greek? Or,
perhaps the origin of the phrase is the sound of
cocking a rifle? Some sources attribute its origin
to the latter—invoking Sherlock Holmes in the Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle story, “Five Orange Pips.”
But, since this story wasn’t published until 1891,
how could that be the source—unless the Con-
federate soldiers had glimpsed the future?’ After
all, their garb—white hoods and robes—were
symbols of their ghostly, unearthly nature.®

By the 1940s, the Klan, following its efforts
“to create a more stable social order,” had be-
come opposed to labor unions and Communism
“claiming the Klan was the only ‘all-American
patriotic, fraternal, and political movement in the
U.S.”

And a final thought: Don’t they sound just
like all of the fiercely patriotic Americans of to-
day?
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Plate 13
John A. O’Connor, Redacted, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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As the Anthony Comstocks of today patrol the Halls of this Congress seeking to suppress free speech and
reproductive choice in the name of morality, or family values, or whatever high-sounding purpose they may
invoke, it is incumbent upon the Congress to ensure that no form of the Comstock Act is ever again enacted,
and that no special agent is ever again commissioned to roam the land, persecuting Americans in the name
of morality or family values.

—Patricia Schroeder, September 24, 1996—U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC

Who is this handsome nineteenth century rogue?
Well, he was an American, a Victorian, a Civil
War veteran, and an active member of the Young
Men’s Christian Association.

He was also a U.S. Postal Service Inspec-
tor who is probably best remembered for creating
the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice
in 1873-the same year he convinced Congress
to pass the law named after him.

So what law was that? Well, it was called
the Comstock Law, and it had far reaching con-
sequences for people of his time, and for people
of our time. (A protege of his was no less than J.
Edgar Hoover.) The law made it illegal to deliver
by mail or any other method of transportation
“obscene, lewd, or lascivious” material. It also
prohibited the production or publication of any
material that related to abortion, birth control, or
even preventing STDs.

In 1895, the New York Times came up
with the term “comstockery” to denote “censor-
ship because of perceived obscenity or immoral-
ity.” George Bernard Shaw (Irish playwright, No-
bel Prize and Academy Award winner, and author
of more than sixty plays) tangled with Comstock

i A

John A. O’Connor, Anthony Comstock, 2012, Charcoal on
Paper, 9 x 6 in.

over his play Mrs. Warren’s Profession and said,
“Comstockery is the world’s standing joke at the
expense of the United States,” and went on to
proclaim that it proved to Europeans that America
was a second-rate, provincial country.® So what

is the status of the Comstock Act in America in
2018. “The law that bears his name continues
This grand gentleman most certainly would have  on the books, although gradually weakened and
had an elegant and dignified business card. largely unenforced.”™

Fashony Pomitech Fasposter Fluitsd Fiates Fosial Fesvise



Plate 14
John A. O’Connor, Whiskeygate, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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“As long as you’re up, get me a Grant’s” dates

to the 1950s." But the Whiskey Ring Scandal
dates back to its formation in 1871. Ingenuously
designed to raise funds for Republican politicians
who backed then-President Grant’s re-election ef-
fort, it was a huge success. According to Grant’s
U.S. Attorney David P. Dyer,

They kept an account at the distillers of all
the illicit whisky that was made, and the
gaugers and store-keepers were paid from
one to two dollars for each barrel that was
turned out . . . and every Saturday report-
ed to the collector of the ring the amount
of crooked whisky, and either the distiller
or the gauger paid the money over as the
case might be. The arrangement between
distiller and rectifier was that thirty-five
cents . . . was divided between him and
the rectifier. That division was made by
the distiller selling crooked whisky . . . at
seventeen cents a gallon less than the
market-price. That is how the rectifier got
his share of the amount retained by the
distiller. The amount paid to the officers
was on each Saturday evening taken to
the office of the supervisor of internal rev-
enue and there divided . . . and distributed
among them.2

Participants in this great American venture re-
ceived up to $60,000 in one year—or more than
$1.05 million in 2016 dollars.® And, by 1873, this
group of Republicans was siphoning off at least
$1.5 million a year from the U.S. Treasury.* But
in 1874, following the appointment of Secretary
of the Treasury Benjamin Bristow and the subse-
qguent involvement of Myron Colony, Commercial
Editor of the St. Louis Democrat newspaper and
his cohorts, Bristow finally had the information he
“needed to arrest the whiskey thieves.”™ (An in-
teresting corollary to this intrigue is that the other
leading newspaper there was the

MATTER

St. Louis Dispatch owned by Joseph Pulitzer
whose name would be subsequently associated
with the most prestigious award in journalism.
Ironically, it is also the name of the man, along
with William Randolph Hearst, most associated
with “yellow journalism”—yesterday’s version of
today’s “fake news.”®

By May 1875, the U.S. government had
arrested in excess of three hundred whiskey ring
conspirators including numerous federal gov-
ernment officials. But by August, President U.S.
Grant sensed that General Orville Babcock, his
private secretary and most trusted aide’s involve-
ment would lead straight to the president himself.
Although Grant and Babcock maneuvered
through a number of options and legal loopholes,
Babcock’s trial was set for February 7, 1876.”

Through a dizzying array of events, un-
expected moves, unprecedented then and now
rivaling “anything which Watergate or Iran-Contra
have had to offer,”® President Grant decided to
testify as a witness for the defense of General
Babcock. However, Grant’s Secretary of State
Hamilton Fish convinced the president to pro-
vide only a written deposition to a number of
questions that both the prosecution and defense
had agreed to in advance. Ironically, President
Grant’s “legendary photographic memory consis-
tently failed him throughout most of the deposi-
tion, but it did not fail him when it came to Bab-
cock. The President had no trouble remembering
his aide’s fidelity and efficiency nor in testifying
to his universally good reputation among men of
affairs.” Ultimately, Babcock was acquitted—the
only important Whiskey Ring Scandal defendant
so “lucky.”

Paradoxically, Babcock was indicted less
than two weeks later for another U.S. Grant ad-
ministration scandal. Although he was acquitted
again and subsequently appointed to the position
of Chief Inspector of Lighthouses, he reportedly
drowned near the well-named Mosquito Inlet,
Florida, in 1884.°
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Plate 15
John A. O’Connor, A Big Stick, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

The idea for—and the incredible multitude of
problems with—the Panama Canal did not begin
with the Americans. There were significant, prior
plans, efforts and failures to build a cross-Pana-
ma canal primarily by the French (one of which
resulted in the prosecution of, among others,
Gustave Eiffel, the designer of the famed Eiffel
Tower in Paris).!

While American interest in a cross-Pana-
ma canal began as early as 1826, no successful
effort was completed. However, in 1903, following
the failure of Colombia to sign a treaty with the
U.S. that would have allowed it to complete the
failed French attempt, American President Theo-
dore Roosevelt decided to support Panamanian
rebels in their effort to break away from Colom-
bia, going so far as utilizing U.S. naval assets to
block maritime access to the Colombian troops
sent to put down the rebellion.2

Interestingly, the man who represented
the failed French effort to build the canal, one
Philippe Bunau-Varilla wrote the declaration of
independence for Panama, its constitution, and
[his wife] even designed its flag—all from his resi-
dence in the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York
City. The result of this effort and the subsequent
Hay-Bunau-Varilla treaty provided the U.S. with
“a grant ‘in perpetuity of the use, occupation, and
control’ of a sixteen kilometer-wide strip of terri-
tory and extensions of three nautical miles into
the sea from each terminal ‘for the construction,
maintenance, operation, sanitation, and protec-

- MATTER

tion’ of an isthmian canal.”® So, in effect, the U.S.
became the “owner” of Panama as a "de facto
protectorate.”™

Following U.S. acquisition of the “rights”
to build the Panama Canal (actually to continue
the unfinished French debacle), construction
began anew in May 1904. One of the first priori-
ties was to reduce the fatalities that had severely
hampered the French effort. Dr. William Craw-
ford Gorgas became the chief sanitary officer in
Panama in 1904, and he focused his efforts on
eliminating the diseases spread by mosquitoes.
Although the Walter Reed Commission had—>by
1900—established that mosquitoes transmit-
ted yellow fever and malaria, Gorgas met with
significant resistance to his efforts by the Canal
Commission’s chief engineer, among a number of
others to “scientifically established fact.”™ My how
times haven’t changed.

As work on the canal progressed, Presi-
dent Roosevelt apparently had a change in
attitude about this colossal undertaking. From a
“political, commercial and military necessity,” the
canal project had become “a mighty battle involv-
ing the national honor. . . .”®

When President Roosevelt decided to visit
“the ditch” in 1906—becoming the first American
president to ever leave the United States dur-
ing his term in office—his most famous quotable
phrase, “Speak softly and carry a big stick” ap-
peared to be fulfilled.
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Plate 16
John A. O’Connor, Normalcy, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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While most Americans today (March 2018) might
not be surprised to learn that our elected govern-
ment leaders have—occasionally—misbehaved,
apparently things were quite different back in

the roaring twenties. “The Teapot Dome Scandal
of the 1920s shocked Americans by revealing

an unprecedented level of greed and corruption
within the federal government.” In fact, before
the Watergate Scandal beginning in 1972 under
President Nixon, the “Teapot Dome Scandal was
regarded by the public and historians alike as the
most sensational example of high-level corruption
in the history of U.S. politics.”

“Albert Fall, a former Secretary of the
Interior, was charged with accepting bribes from
oil companies in exchange for exclusive rights to
drill for oil on federal land. The sites included land
near a teapot-shaped outcrop in Wyoming known
as Teapot Dome, and two other government-
owned sites in California named Elk Hills and
Buena Vista Hills.”

There is a great deal of irony here. During
the 1920s in the United States, national wealth
rose rapidly, large numbers of Americans moved
off of farms and into cities, and the public em-
braced chain stores—thus developing the begin-
ning of a significant, new, large-scale consumer
society.* A uniqgue American symbol of “woman”
appeared: the flapper who drank, smoked, and
swore. Radio flourished, phonograph records
became popular, movie theaters were visited by
most Americans once a week, Henry Ford had
already revolutionized the auto industry with his
innovative Model T. Jazz became fashionable—
although like rock 'n’ roll three decades later, it
provoked a lot of folks, particularly older ones.
Much like many Americans’ response to the rock
music of the 50s and 60s, many people in the
20s were convinced that jazz provoked vulgar
actions and caused people to do depraved things
while its adherents loved it for the freedom they
believed it brought.®
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But, during the 1920s, a great number of
contradictory things were occurring: while jazz
played and the flappers danced and the Model
T took off, booze was banned. That’s right! With
all of this newfound freedom that Americans
were beginning to experience, the U.S. govern-
ment had banned “intoxicating liquors” in 1919.
On January 16, 1920, the U.S. government
shut down all bars in the United States. Prohibi-
tion was the word, order, and rule of the day.

But, unlike its intended function “to assert some
control over the unruly immigrant masses who
crowded the nation’s cities,” it had numerous,
unintended consequences. Or did it? Did it turn
back the clock to a more civil and civilized time
where white picket fences surrounded immacu-
late private residences and women stayed home
and raised children? Was that the idea? Was it
to “Make America Great Again!”? Ironically, like
today, it was accompanied with a skyrocketing
jump in the number of white Americans join-

ing the Ku Klux Klan.” And, at the same time,
America experienced a growing anti-Communist
and anti-immigrant fervor. In 1924, American
insecurity provided the climate for passage of the
National Origins Act that favored immigration by
northern Europeans rather than eastern Europe-
ans or Asians.® Does that sound familiar? (“We
want Norwegians!”)

These extraordinary and rapid cultural
changes followed the presidential election of
1920 when Warren G. Harding, backed by oil
company executives,® won the presidency by the
largest percentage margin in American history.™
It was a reaction to all of these changes, exhaus-
tion with World War |, and negative reaction to
the proposed League of Nations.

It was, after all, just an American desire for
a return to normality—which President Harding
described as a return to normalcy: A time of God,
guns, and oil, and, of course, those comforting
white picket fences.



Plate 17
John A. O’Connor, That Old Black Magic, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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Drill baby drill.
—NMichael Steele, Chairman,
Republican National Committee

“That Old Black
Magic™—a popular
song first recorded and
released as a single by
Glenn Miller and His
Orchestra—rose to
number 8 on the Bill-
board Top 100 in 1943'

Black magic or
dark magic has tra-
ditionally referred to
the use of supernatu-
ral powers or magic
for evil and selfish
purposes.? | use the
song lyrics (included
in the work as a piece
of “wrinkled paper”)
to describe the op-
posite condition from
what the effects of oil
are. In other words, |
am using the uplifting
song, “That Old Black
Magic” as a metaphor
for an exactly opposite
situation: one that is
destructive to the envi-
ronment.

The corporate logos are used in a generic
oil drilling company’s “business card.” There are
“bloody fingerprints” that symbolize an entire
litany of what can go wrong with drilling for oil. If
the viewer looks closely, he/she will notice an oil-
drilling rig depicted on the “slate.” Drilling for

Z Shoedled

—

MATTER

oil operates 24/7 and disrupts “wildlife, water
sources, human health, recreation and other pur-
poses for which public lands were set aside and
held in trust for the American people.”™ “Haze,
toxic chemicals and dust pollute the air and
water. Open pits, ponds, and lagoons can con-
tain wastewater, organic chemicals, petroleum
hydrocarbons, surfactants and other substances
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that compromise the safety of our water. Pipeline
explosions and wells (even if properly drilled) can
cause drinking-water problems by cross-contam-
inating aquifers. Development of gas wells may
even require releases of methane and myriad
toxic gases into the atmosphere.*
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Plate 18
John A. O’Connor, 3rd Time’s a Charm, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt ran for president for
the third time in 1940—thus breaking a long-
standing two-term limit that dates back to George
Washington. Opposed by some in his own par-
ty—including his then-vice president—Roosevelt
ran as a “peace candidate” while, at the same
time, he called “the U.S. ‘an arsenal for democ-

rn

racy.”” Then he signed the Selective Service Act
that September.’

Hmm. Let’s see. A peace candidate with
an arsenal for democracy and a peacetime mili-
tary draft.

On October 28, 1940, Roosevelt then
went on to say, “| am asking the American people
to support a continuance of this type of affirma-
tive, realistic fight for peace. The alternative is
to risk the future of the country in the hands of
those with this record of timidity, weakness and
short-sightedness or to risk it in the inexperi-
enced hands of those who in these perilous days
are willing recklessly to imply that our boys are
already on their way to the transports. This af-
firmative search for peace calls for clear vision.

It is necessary to mobilize resources, minds and
skills, and every active force for peace in all the
world.”?

Two days later, Roosevelt said, “Time after
time, Republican leadership refused to see that
what this country needs is an all-American team.

Those side-line critics are now saying that
we are not doing enough for our national de-
fense. | say to you that we are going full speed
ahead! Our Navy is our outer line of defense.

Almost the very minute that this Adminis-
tration came into office seven and a half years

- MATTER

ago, we began to build the Navy up- to build a
bigger Navy.

In those seven years we have raised the
total of 193 ships in commission to 337 ships in
commission today.

And, in addition to that, we have 19 more
ships that are actually under construction today.

In those seven years we raised the per-
sonnel of our Navy from 106,000 to 210,000
today.”

He continued, saying he had “more than
doubled the size of our regular Army.” And he
went on to note that 800,000 “young men” were
being called up in 1940 alone under the Selective
Service Act. Then, he added, “General Marshall
said to me the other day that the task of training
those young men is, for the Army, a ‘profound
privilege.’

Roosevelt then informed the American
public, “And while | am talking to you mothers
and fathers, | give you one more assurance.

| have said this before, but | shall say it
again and again and again:

Your boys are not going to be sent into any
foreign wars.”

One year and a few days later, the U.S.
declared war on Japan and then Germany. By the
end of World War Il, more than 16.1 million Amer-
icans had served in the war. Only 292,000 Ameri-
cans were killed in battle while the total number
of deaths was estimated to be 72 million. Almost
2 billion people were directly involved worldwide.*
Yes! Two billion.
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Plate 19
John A. O’Connor, Hypocritic Oath, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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The United States government and American
medicine have an ugly record when it comes to
mutual collaboration. Probably the most infa-
mous example of this collusion was the Tuske-
gee Syphilis Experiment—officially known as
the Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis in the
Negro Male.

This remarkable episode in American med-
ical practice was designed to last six months,’
but it went on for forty years! Not exposed un-
til June 1972 by Jean Heller of the Associated
Press, this so-called “study” was conducted by
the United States Public Health Service to study
the effects of untreated syphilis on black men2
in partnership with the Tuskegee Institute, (now
Tuskegee University) a historically black universi-
ty founded by Booker T. Washington. At least 600
poor, black men were in this study, with approxi-
mately two-thirds of them already infected with
syphilis. They were never informed that they had
the disease, but rather they were told that they
had “bad blood.™

The sole constant in this experiment was
a black nurse, Eunice Rivers, who was involved
from the beginning until the end. In fact, her role
with the infected men became one of a coordina-
tor who morphed into a very peculiar structure:
she became the symbol and embodiment of
“Miss Rivers’ Lodge,”—*“a social club and burial
society. . . .”

“Black doctors, nurses, and even the
President of Tuskegee Institute, either partici-
pated in, endorsed or encouraged the study—ap-
parently because they believed in it. However, it
was a white woman doctor named Anne R. Yobs
who blocked the initial disclosure of this study
by Dr. Irwin Schatz. Dr. Schatz had written the
U.S. Public Health Service in 1965, ‘I am ut-

GERM WARFARE
DECLARED - -
 AGAINST BLACKS
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terly astounded by the fact that physicians allow
patients with a potentially fatal disease to remain
untreated when effective therapy is available. |
assume you feel that the information which is ex-
tracted from observation of this untreated group
is worth their sacrifice. If this is the case, then |
suggest the United States Public Health Service
and those physicians associated with it in this
study need to re-evaluate their moral judgments
in this regard.”” Schatz’s letter was addressed to
a Dr. Donald H. Rockwell who passed it on to Dr.
Yobs.*

“This American example of racially based
medical experimenting began in 1932 before
the Germans began their experiments on Jews,
homosexuals, and other groups during the Holo-
caust.”™

It wasn’t until 1997 that this terrible epoch
in American medical ethics came to some conclu-
sion. President Clinton apologized for this loath-
some malpractice, and in 1999, the Tuskegee
University Center for Bioethics was created.®

But the Tuskegee Study was not the only
example of appalling American medical practices
that were as reprehensible as those of the Nazis
before and during World War Il. From 1946-48,
the U.S. Public Health Service also conducted a
sexually transmitted disease study on unknow-
ing people in Guatemala. Ironically, perhaps,
this study, the “U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES INOCU-
LATION STUDY OF 1946-48” was recorded by a
Dr. John Cutler who had also been involved in the
Tuskegee Study.”

The good news, if you believe it, is that,
“Such abuses could not occur today in research
funded or conducted by the U.S. government.”

. ‘
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Interment
Interment took place in the churchyard.
—Oxford English Dictionary

On February 19, 1942, U.S. President Franklin
Roosevelt, signed Executive Order 9066 that
authorized the government to remove Japanese
men, women and children—whether alien or
American citizens—from any area designated
by the Secretary of War. It also provided that the
people removed would be provided “transporta-
tion, food, shelter, and other accommodations as
may be necessary. . ..

“Major Karl Bendetsen and Lieutenant
General John L. DeWitt, head of the Western
Command, each questioned Japanese American
loyalty. DeWitt, who administered the intern-
ment program, repeatedly told newspapers that
‘A Jap’s a Jap’ and testified to Congress, | don’t
want any of them [persons of Japanese ances-
try] here. They are a dangerous element. There
is no way to determine their loyalty. . . It makes
no difference whether he is an American citizen,
he is still a Japanese. American citizenship does
not necessarily determine loyalty. . . But we must
worry about the Japanese all the time until he is
wiped off the map.”

The U.S. government authorized deten-
tion camps to provide the forced removal of more
than 120,000 Japanese—of whom 80,000 were
American citizens. But where was the relocation
of German- and ltalian-Americans? After all, we
were at war with Germany and Italy as well as
Japan?

Earl Warren, Attorney General of Califor-
nia at the time of Roosevelt’s Executive Order
9066, was frequently chastised by conservative
Republicans for being too progressive. Warren,
however, really was “all over the ballpark.” He
once prosecuted a woman for attending a com-
munist meeting, was a member of the secret
society at the University of California, Berkeley,
known as “The Gun Club,” and rose to the level
of Grand Master in the Freemasons in California.?
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Internment
He was threatened with internment in a
concentration camp.

—Oxford English Dictionary

In developing the executive order to “relocate” the
Japanese living in the U.S., three military leaders
and Warren were the chief supporters of this pro-
gram. Warren would, subsequently in his mem-
oirs, state that he “deeply regretted the removal
order and my testimony advocating it because it
was not in keeping with our American concept of
freedom and the rights of citizens.” But before he
said that, he already had said, “If the Japs are re-
leased no one will be able to tell a saboteur from
any other Jap. . . . We don’t want to have a sec-
ond Pearl Harbor in California. We don’t propose
to have the Japs back in California during this
war if there is any lawful means of preventing it.”

Japanese-American, Fred Korematsu re-
fused to obey Executive Order 9066, had plastic
surgery to alter his appearance, and changed his
name. But in May 1942, he was arrested for not
reporting to a “relocation center.” He was convict-
ed for violating military orders, but his attorneys
appealed his case all the way up to the United
States Supreme Court. On December 18, 1944,
the Supreme Court upheld his conviction on a 6-3
ruling. And, astonishingly, it held that the decision
was “not based on race.”

Almost forty years later, the case was
re-opened based on “government misconduct.”
Documents existed showing that Japanese-
Americans “posed no military threat to the U.S.”
On November 10, 1983, Korematsu’s conviction
was overturned, ironically, in the same court-
house in San Francisco where he had been con-
victed.®

Finally! A victory! Right? Well, not quite.
The U.S. Supreme Court decision still stands.
Yes, a district court cleared his name, but the
highest court did not. In fact, the highest court’s
original decision has been characterized as “the
legalization of racism.”
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“Among the trophies of the Second World
War captured by Allied intelligence agents
were Nazi scientists and their research on
biological and chemical weapons.”!

At the end of World War Il, most Americans

were euphoric. National Socialism (better known
by most of us as Fascism) had been defeated.
Families were reunited. Victory celebrations went
on for days. Was this really the beginning of a
new era brought about by the real “War to end

all Wars,” or was it the beginning of the nuclear
age?

As the world returned to normal, behind
the scenes Russian, British, and American gov-
ernment officials (and others) rushed to claim the
German scientists who created the ideas and
weapons that almost propelled the Fascist coali-
tion to victory. In the United States, the War De-
partment dubbed that program Operation Over-
cast. Eventually renamed Operation Paperclip,
this program was approved by President Truman
in September 1946—although it excluded Ger-
man scientists known “to have been a member
of the Nazi party and more than a nominal par-
ticipant in its activities, or an active supporter of
Naziism or militarism.”?

Well, guess what? Apparently, it turned out
that all of the first group of scientists were “ardent
Nazis,” and they were all rejected by the Depart-
ment of State and Department of Justice. The
designated agency responsible for this operation
was called JIOA—Joint Intelligence Objectives
Agency, and its director was outraged—furious
enough to declare that “the best interests of the
United States have been subjugated to the ef-
forts expended in ‘beating a dead Nazi horse.’ ™
[Emphasis added.]

It was subsequently learned that the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency, in cooperation with a
former Nazi spy, rewrote all of the scientists’ re-
cords. By the second year of the Eisenhower ad-
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ministration, at least 760 German scientists who
had committed war crimes were granted U.S.
citizenship. There were no cries then to “build a
wall.”
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Werner von Braun, featured in the slate
NASA’s Nazis, was one of these scientists. Even-
tually, von Braun would become the associate
administrator of NASA, our National Aeronautics
and Space Administration. Von Braun had for-
merly been director of the German rocket center
that developed the V-2 rocket that devastated
England in World War 11.°

Other scientists approved by the U.S. gov-
ernment included those who had directed Nazi
concentration camps and developed biological
and chemical warfare materials such as plague
vaccines.

No one can ever be certain how many
German scientists and their families came to the
United States following World War Il, but it ap-
pears that the conservative estimate is at least
5,000.
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Plate 22
John A. O’Connor, Alienatiion, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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The Roswell Incident occurred in July 1947 when
a UFO (Unidentified Flying Object) crashed (ap-
parently) somewhere on a ranch near Roswell,
New Mexico. First-hand reports from the site at
that time were made by a rancher named “Mack”
Brazel who described unusual metal fragments
spread over a significantly large area and a sev-
eral hundred foot long trench cut into the ground.
When Mack showed some of the objects to his
neighbors, they suggested it might be from an
alien space vessel and should be reported to

the sheriff." (They always tell you to report these
things to the sheriff!)

Well, so the story goes, Mack dutifully did
report this incident to the sheriff who then report-
ed it to the 509th Bomb Squad officer who was
stationed at the Roswell Army Air Field (RAAF).
Then, on July 8, a RAAF public information officer
wrote a press release in which he described the
recovery of material from a disc-like object that
had crashed. But, later that same day, the press
release was vacated, and the wreckage that had
been found had (apparently) been replaced with
a weather balloon. The debris that had been re-
covered had mysteriously vanished.?

Then, a week or so later, after a number of
military and other personnel had been involved
in this “investigation,” Mack Brazel changed his
story—claiming to have found the debris a week
later than he had earlier reported and that he had
found weather balloon debris before.

The other obvious question is what is the
connection with the Roswell Incident and Area
517 The origination of this top-secret military
base in a desolate, uninhabited southern Nevada
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desert, and reputedly where remnants of the
Roswell Incident were taken, correlates with the
infamous U-2 spy plane development.® The alien
lore area has also made this part of southern
Nevada a big tourist destination. There is “The
Extraterrestrial Highway”—the name given to Ne-
vada State Route 375 in 1996. And, there is the
Little A’Le’Inn (Alien) a bar/restaurant in Rachel.
There is also the Alien Cathouse west of Area
51—an alien-themed whorehouse.

The Roswell Incident prompted the U.S.
government to begin inquiries into UFOs in 1948.
Later known as “Project Blue Book” (how ap-
propriate: just like the small bluebooks used for
university tests), it eventually investigated 12,618
so-called “close encounters” of UFOs, but it shut
down its “investigation” in 1969 after finding no
evidence of “extraterrestrial vehicles.” Yet, appar-
ently 701 of their cases were never explained.®
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Plate 23
John A. O’Connor, Charming Billy, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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Charming! Really?

Have you ever heard or read about
his comments on women? On Jews? Or on
Jews and pornography? What about JFK?

Billy Graham was an internationally known and
highly respected Southern Baptist Christian
minister who held anti-feminist and anti-dewish
beliefs.

First, there is the “Billy Graham Rule.”
Named after Billy Graham, the most notable
proponent of the practice, it has been adopted
as a display of integrity and a means of avoiding
sexual temptation,’ but it also has been criticized
as being sexist—even by Christians!?

Graham called Jews “satanic” and said
they had “total domination of the media.” And that
Jews, “They’re the ones putting out the porno-
graphic stuff.”

Ironically, Graham’s views appear to many
to be at odds with Creationist’s views on evolu-
tion*—probably because he graduated from
Wheaton College in lllinois in 1943 with a degree
in anthropology!

Many people have said—some quite sar-
castically—that Billy Graham knew everything.

It was also said that he could even provide up-
to-the-minute advice on how to use the internet—
and especially how not to use it. Look very, very
closely at the “newspaper clipping” particularly its
“packside that is ghosting through, and also the
“post-it” note to see what | mean.

MY ANSWER

Ask God to guide
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The Southern Baptist Convention finally
voted in 1995 to adopt a resolution renouncing its
racist roots and apologizing for its past defense
of slavery, segregation, and white supremacy.
However, women still are not eligible to serve as
pastors.®

The Billy Graham Center archives the
records of the Fellowship Foundation—Collec-
tion 459. The Fellowship was founded in 1935 in
opposition to FDR’s New Deal. Dwight D. Eisen-
hower was the first U.S. president to attend.® Jeff
Sharlet stated in an NBC Nightly News report
that when he was an intern with the Fellowship
“we were being taught the leadership lessons of
Hitler, Lenin and Mao.”®

Graham was repeatedly on Gallup’s list
of most admired men and women appearing 60
times since 1955—more than any other individual
in the world.

Graham “is a lifelong registered Demo-
crat,” but he opposed John Kennedy for Presi-
dent of the United States because he, along with
Norman Vincent Peale and many others, feared
that as a Catholic, Kennedy would be indebted to
the Pope.®

While Billy Graham was also extremely
outspoken against communism, and he sup-
ported American Cold War policy, he also visited
North Korea and its leader Kim Il Sung on two
occasions and exchanged gifts with Kim Jong-I1.°
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Plate 24
John A. O’Connor, The Original Pledge, 2016-18. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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“l pledge allegiance to my Flag and the
Republic for which it stands, one nation,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

From its origin in 1892 when it was authored by
Christian Socialist and Baptist minister Francis
Bellamy of Rome, New York, the U.S. Pledge of
Allegiance has had a rather complicated and con-
voluted history. Some equate it and the “Bellamy
salute” with Hitler and the Nazis. Others contend
that the Hitler salute really is the Roman salute— Pt et SR
even if no art or literature from Roman times Jacques-Louis David, Oath of the Horatii, 1784, oil on
seems to support that theory. How ironic that the ~ ¢anvas [detail], 129.8 x 167.2 i, Louvre, Paris.

apparent source for this salute is none other than  However, it has been changed, added to, and
French artist Jacques-Louis David whose Oath of manipulated numerous time. So this slate depict-
the Horatii appears to be the first depiction of this  ing its changes reveals its references to Jacques

gesture? Louis David, Rome, fasces, Hitler, and more. In
The painting by David is far more complex  other words, it, like David’s painting, is far more
than what it appears to suggest: three men ex- complex than it appears to be.
pressing loyalty. As an expression of patriotism, “Under God” was added to the original,
this work embodies three men taking an extreme  changed, version of the pledge in 1954, partly as
pledge. a slap at so-called godless communism.?
So, what does this have to do with this This slate contains many symbols. Can

slate, The Original Pledge? Well, the original U.S. you tell what they are? Why do you think that |
pledge of allegiance was very simple, and it was  have included them along with the Pledge of Al-
intended to be recited in fifteen seconds or less. legiance?
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Plate 25
John A. O’Connor, You Too?, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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During the Cold War (1945-91), most Americans
thought that our archenemy—the USSR—was a
belligerent, rogue nation rushing to subjugate its
neighbors into submission. The Domino Theory
was on almost everyone’s lips. Communists were
everywhere. We had to do something about it.
And, of course, we had been—for quite a while.

President Dwight David Eisenhower, the
34th president of the United States, had ap-
proved CIA (U.S. Central Intelligence Agency)
spy flights over the Soviet Union. The first “spy
flight” occurred on July 4, 1956'—ironically as
Americans celebrated Independence Day!

Apparently, Eisenhower was very pleased
with this method of gathering information on So-
viet military technology and facilities, for he was
able to ascertain that, rather than lagging behind
Soviet nuclear missile production, the U. S. actu-
ally had a superior nuclear force.2

So, why did the Soviets allow such ille-
gal flights? Flying at 70,000 feet, the American
U-2 was able to avoid both Soviet airplanes and
missiles—until May 1, 1960. On that date, the
U.S. pilot, Francis Gary Powers, was on a secret
mission that started in Pakistan and was sup-
posed to end in Norway. Unfortunately for Powers
and Eisenhower and the U.S., the USSR had, by
then, developed a missile with a far greater range
than their previous missiles. The first missile’s ex-
plosion caused Powers’ plane to lose altitude and
the second hit the plane directly. Powers man-
aged to bail out. Unfortunately for him, Eisenhow-
er, and the U.S., he landed in the Soviet Union
and was captured by the Soviet military.?

The Soviets did not mention the incident
until five days later and did not hint that they had
captured the pilot. Taking the bait, the Eisenhow-
er administration casually confirmed that one of
our “weather planes” had accidentally, not inten-
tionally, somehow flown off its intended course.
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Soviet leader Khrushchev then revealed on May
7, 1960, that they had captured the American
pilot and significant remnants of a spy plane (not
a weather plane).

Suddenly the United States of America
was thrust into one of the most significant diplo-
matic scandals of that time. The Soviets wanted
an apology from the Americans, but Eisenhower
initially refused. By the time Eisenhower changed
his mind and admitted that the spy flights had oc-
curred for years and that they would continue, the
Soviet Union walked away from the Paris Summit
scheduled for May 14. That summit was envi-
sioned as an opportunity for the USSR, France,
the UK, and the U.S. to achieve substantial
progress and possibly new agreements limiting
nuclear testing and production.®

And, what of Powers? He was tried, con-
victed, and sentenced to ten years in a Soviet
prison on charges of espionage. Serving less
than two years, he was released in 1962 when
he was traded for a Soviet agent—apparently the
first (acknowledged) “spy swap” between the U.S.
and the USSR.®
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Kennedy had made a mess in Cuba at the Bay of Pigs. He had to do something to look
good. The Apollo program of going to the Moon was quite a goal.
—Wally Schirra (Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo Astronaut)

How many Americans reminisce with nostalgia
on the short-lived administration of John F. Ken-
nedy? Do they see the Camelot that never was?
Will we ever know what JFK might have accom-
plished—or in the case of Vietham—might have
avoided? The record he left is a hodgepodge. We
may think of his strength and resolve during the
Cuban Missile Crisis, when he stared down the
Soviet Union and Khrushchev blinked. But earlier
in his term, the Bay of Pigs disaster almost ended
his presidency as it was barely beginning.

Although President Dwight David Eisen-
hower had ordered the CIA to instigate a strat-
egy to invade Cuba and eliminate the regime
of Fidel Castro, Kennedy, supposedly, did not
learn of the plan to invade until after his election
in 1960. (They didn’t brief the president-elect
back then?) After learning of the Eisenhower-CIA
plan, Kennedy, with the advice and consent of
his key administration officials, ordered the inva-
sion of Cuba.’ But, Kennedy brazenly declared,
“I have previously stated, and | repeat now, that
the United States plans no military intervention in
Cuba.” (Ironically, as with almost everything the
U.S. government reports about both covert and
overt strategies and actions, the actual briefing
of Kennedy appears to be in doubt. A thoroughly
credible source clearly states that Kennedy was
briefed on November 18, 1960—significantly
prior to his inauguration—by CIA Director Al-
len Dulles and Richard Bissell the CIA’s Deputy
Director of Plans.?)

Looking back at the day of April 15, 1961,
we can now clearly see it as the beginning of a
futile attack that the U.S. military would undoubt-
edly like to delete from American history books.
The U.S. had been training anti-Castro troops
in Guatemala and had bombers based in Nica-
ragua. The plan was designed (if you can call it
that) to be two air strikes, followed by a nighttime

invasion. Then, theoretically, the entire Cuban
populace would rise up and join forces with Bri-
gade 2506, defeat the Cuban armed forces, and
Kennedy would celebrate the removal of a Com-
munist dictator.

In preparing for the onslaught, the CIA
painted World War 1l B-26B bombers to resemble
Cuban airplanes—but they were apparently un-
aware that the Cuban planes they were supposed
to imitate were B-26Cs that had a completely
different nose from the B-26B.* However, even
if that had been a successful deception, it would
have made little difference in the outcome. The
painted, American, [fake Cuban] B-26 bombers
missed most of their targets anyway! Subsequent
photos of the planes revealed that they were
obviously American, not Cuban aircraft. Exposed,
JFK cancelled the projected second air strike.®

However, the counter-revolutionary Cuban
nationals known as Brigade 2506, backed by the
CIA, did invade Cuba. The operation was a com-
plete fiasco as Brigade 2506 was defeated by
Castro’s forces in just two days. The Bay of Pigs
served only to strengthen Castro, weaken Ken-
nedy, and embolden the Soviets to build bases in
Cuba, leading to the Missile Crisis a year later.

I want to talk with you tonight about the most glaring failure of
American foreign policy today - about a disaster that threatens
the security of the whole Western Hemisphere - about a
Communist menace that has been permitted to arise under our
very noses, only 9o miles from our shores. I am ta‘lk-ing about
the one friendly island that our own shortsighted policies helped
make communism’s first Caribbean base: the island of Cuba.

s
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PusLic PercepTiON: Caring, intellectual, lib-
eral leader.

PrivaTe ReauiTy: Indifference to fidelity,
compassion, or morality.

September 27, 1962

It is my great pleasure to honor you [Harry J.
Anslinger] for your outstanding record. You are a
most distinguished servant and defender of the
American people who are most indebted to you
for you have symbolized the best in the service
of our country with your unparalleled skill and
knowledge, and you deserve our absolute re-
spect, gratitude and admiration.

Signed,
John F. Kennedy!

HOUSE
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WHo was THIS HARRY JACOB ANSLINGER?

Anslinger was a U.S. government official
who served as the first commissioner of the Trea-
sury Department’s Federal Bureau of Narcotics
(FBN), a staunch supporter of prohibition and the
criminalization of drugs. He was the man who
played the pivotal role in cannabis prohibition.

Anslinger worked for Republicans and
Democrats from Herbert Hoover to John F. Ken-
nedy. More than anyone in American history, he
was responsible for the criminalization of marijua-
na. “Reefer makes darkies think they’re as good
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as white men” is perhaps his best known quote,
but there are others despising jazz, “degenerate
races” and white women who sought “sexual rela-
tions with Negroes.”

He ushered a bill through Congress and
signed by President Franklin Roosevelt that des-
ignated marijuana as dangerous as heroin and
cocaine. Almost immediately, cannabis began to
account for more law enforcement activity than
any other, and research on it virtually ceased be-
cause FBN wouldn’t license its use by research-
ers outside of government.

JFK was a well-known fancier of women
and cigars. But what of marijuana? Many stories
exist about his use of cannabis—particularly with
his legendary hordes of women. There are also
numerous references to his use of pot for his well-
known chronic back pain.?

“JFK used marijuana to deal with severe
back pain, according to a few written accounts,
including ‘John F. Kennedy: A Biography,” which
described this White House scene: “On the
evening of July 16, 1962, according to [Wash-
ington Post executive] Jim Truitt, Kennedy and
Mary Meyer smoked marijuana together. . . .
The president smoked three of the six joints Mary
brought to him. At first he felt no effects. Then he
closed his eyes and refused a fourth joint. ‘Sup-
pose the Russians did something now,’ he said.™

B
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Murder, it seems, is always in the news in the
United States of America. The media (at least
most of it) would have us believe that—excluding
nations at war—we have the highest homicide
rate in the world. However, according to Public
Radio International, the U.S. is not even in the
top 100—ranking 107th of 218 countries!’

One reason so many Americans today
(November 2017) are horrified by mass murders
is that so many extensive shooting episodes
have occurred during the past few years. But this
is nothing new. While ordinary citizens attending
an outdoor concert, going to school or church
or a nightclub may get gunned down, murder by
gunfire is not limited to merely ordinary folks.

Four American presidents were killed by
gunfire while they were in office. They include
Abraham Lincoln who was shot on April 14,

1865 by John Wilkes Booth—while attending a
performance with his wife (and others) of Laura
Keene’s “Our American Cousin” at Ford’s The-
atre in our nation’s capital. After holding office for
only four months, James A. Garfield was shot by
his attorney! William McKinley was gunned down
on September 6, 1901. That prompted the U.S.
Secret Service to, subsequently, take responsibil-
ity for protecting the president.?2 And, finally, John
F. Kennedy was shot on November 22, 1963 in a
motorcade in Dallas. This murder remains one of
the most controversial events in American his-
tory.

Assassination attempts—all with guns—
have been made on other U. S. Presidents in-
cluding Andrew Jackson, Theodore Roosevelt,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, Richard
Milhous Nixon, Gerald Ford (twice in the same
month!), Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George

H. W. Bush (shortly after his term in office), Bill
Clinton, George W. Bush, and Barack Obama.?

Ironically, JFK had a problem with Cuba,
and especially with Fidel Castro. Most Americans
probably never knew that Castro survived at least
638 attempts to murder him—mostly by the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency that even plotted with
the mafia and enlisted two men on the FBI’s most
wanted list.*

Fifty-four years have passed since the as-
sassination of JFK, yet the Trump administration
still has not yet released all of the files related
to that event and probably never will. Many of
the files that will be released have already been
redacted and are of little use. Therefore, these
files containing additional details of JFK’s assas-
sination will continue to be tinder for conspiracy
theories about his death. And, to add even more
irony to the fire, over half of Americans believe
that more than one person—Lee Harvey Os-
wald—uwas involved in the murder. Some believe
that it was mafia-related, and others say it was
the CIA. During the 2016 presidential campaign,
Donald Trump even asserted that the father of
Texas Republican Senator Ted Cruz might have
been involved in the assassination plot.

But, this picture wouldn’t be complete if it
didn’t, again, point the finger back at Cuba! ®
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Plate 29
John A. O’Connor, Grandma'’s Nightshirt, 2017. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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“As Johnson later admitted, the [Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution] was like Grandma’s
nightshirt—it covered everything.”"

Many historians, and a few Americans who re-
member it, think that the Vietham War was a
colossal mistake—maybe the greatest military
miscalculation in U.S. history. That view probably
changed when George W. Bush became presi-
dent and invaded Iraq. It probably changed again
now that the War in Afghanistan is the longest in
American history.?

Numbers can sum up the enormity of the
Vietham War, but certainly not its devastation and
resultant misery. More than 500,000 American
soldiers fought there. Almost 60,000 died and
300,000 were wounded. The South Viethamese
had 850,000 troops and suffered from 170,000
to 220,000 casualties. In addition, South Viet-
namese civilian fatalities were 200,000-400,000.
In North Vietnam, over 50,000 civilians were
killed, and its military suffered 400,000-1,000,000
deaths. Yes that is one million deaths! Addi-
tionally, more than 500,000 military were wound-
ed.?

While the beginning of this war can be
traced to an earlier time, major American par-
ticipation in it was primarily the result of events
that occurred in August 1964. “On August 2, two
North Vietnamese torpedo boats in broad daylight
engaged [sic.] USS Maddox, which was gathering
communications intelligence in the Gulf of Tonkin.
Two nights later, Maddox and the destroyer USS
Turner Joy were on patrol in the Gulf and report-
ed they were under attack. The pilot of an F-8E
Crusader did not see any ships in the area where
the enemy was reported, and years later crew
members said they never saw attacking craft.

An electrical storm was interfering with the ships’
radar and may have given the impression of ap-
proaching attack boats.™
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There was significant “confusion” in Wash-
ington, D.C. about what was really going on. “In
Hawaii, Pacific Fleet Commander-in-Chief Admi-
ral U.S. Grant Sharp was receiving Captain Her-
rick’s reports by flash message traffic, not voice
reports. At 0248 in the Gulf, Herrick sent another
report in which he changed his previous story:

“Certain that original ambush was
bonafide. Details of action following present a
confusing picture. Have interviewed witnesses
who made positive visual sightings of cockpit
lights or similar passing near MADDOX. Several
reported torpedoes were probably boats them-
selves which were observed to make several
close passes on MADDOX. Own ship screw
noises on rudders may have accounted for some.
At present cannot even estimate number of boats
involved. TURNER JOY reports two torpedoes
passed near her.” U.S. Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara, the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
the National Military Command, and the Pacific
Command all exchanged calls. McNamara even
asked, “Was there a possibility that there had
been no attack?”®

“Other intelligence supported the belief
that an attack had occurred.” In response, Presi-
dent Johnson ordered air strikes against North
Vietnam that included bombing an oil depot and
its naval bases.” Johnson then, in a televised ad-
dress to the American people about the purported
attacks on U.S. ships, requested a congressional
resolution empowering him to conduct war in
Southeast Asia.

On August 7, 1964, the United States
Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
that authorized “the president, as commander-in-
chief, to take all necessary measures to repel any
armed attack against the forces of the US and
to prevent further aggression.” Transferring war
powers from Congress to the president was—
many believe—LBJ’s legacy achievement—prob-
ably because it has been used over and over
again by subsequent presidents to wage war
without authorization by Congress. Ironically,
one “year after the incident, Johnson said to then
Press Secretary Bill Moyers, ‘For all | know, our
Navy was shooting at whales out there.” ™
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John A. O’Connor, Winning Hearts and Minds, 2017. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.




The My Lai Massacre was also known as the
“Pinkville Massacre.” It featured “Band-Aids,”
“Birds,” “ Fugazi,” possibly “Long Pigs,” “Nuts
to Butts,” and—in all likelihood—a lot of other
colloquialisms that contributed to a major “Soup
Sandwich.”

A large number of unarmed Vietnamese
were murdered on March 16, 1968. The U.S.
army reported the number of enemy dead at 128.
There was only one American casualty—a U.S.
soldier who was shot in the foot. (He did it to
himself!). So, what did the U.S. military decide to
do about this incident? It just covered it up—tem-
porarily.

Almost two years later, mass graves con-
taining more than 500 bodies were found. And, in
March 1971, 2nd Lieutenant, William L. “Rusty”
Calley was found guilty of murder by a military
court at Ft. Benning, Georgia. He was sentenced
to life in prison after the longest court-martial in
U.S. history.?

Gang-raped and mutilated women made
up part of this glorious American escapade by
Charlie Company. Apparently at least thirty U.S.
army personnel were aware of this event, but
only fourteen were ever accused of crimes. But
all charges were dismissed except those against
William Calley.?

How did this happen? Charlie Company
had at least 100 soldiers involved. Commanding
officer, Captain Ernest Medina, ordered the action
(massacre?) apparently convinced that the area
was a Vietcong stronghold. After all, the Vietnam-
ese were Vietcong. Who could tell the difference?
They were all “gooks.” Sound familiar?*

Who was given the assignment to inves-
tigate what had happened? It was Army major
Colin Powell. “Colin Powell’s report seemed to
refute the allegations of wrongdoing and stated,
‘Relations between American soldiers and the

Vietnamese people are excellent.” ™ Then-Geor-
gia Governor Jimmy Carter described Calley as
a “scapegoat” and proclaimed American Fight-
ing Men’s Day. The next month, Carter “denied
that he had ever supported Lieutenant Calley or
condoned his actions.” Calley was released after
serving only three years of his life sentence that
had been repeatedly reduced by appeals and the
Secretary of the Army before he was paroled by
Richard Nixon in 1974.7

(I have read and re-read these conflicting
numbers (see above) many times, and | think
that the “conflicting text” actually supports the
lies, confusion, and deception of the reporting at
that time. | don’t se how l/we could ever get to
the truth of this issue. Left as it is written, it prob-
ably will cause confusion. Removed—or further
“explained”—it will still confuse readers.)

Why were we in Vietnam anyway? John
F. Kennedy was determined to show strength
against communism—especially after his Bay of
Pigs, Cuba debacle.® Lyndon Johnson said, “we
must be ready to fight in Viet-Nam, but the ulti-
mate victory will depend upon the hearts and the
minds of the people who actually live out there.”
There is a much earlier version of the phrase
“hearts and minds”: “And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”®
Since wars are frequently called crusades, could
Kennedy and Johnson have been thinking about
this verse in the Bible?

And, finally, did anything good come out
of the My Lai Massacre? After Calley was sen-
tenced, American sentiment against the war in
Vietnam began to change. Ironically, although
a large majority of Americans opposed the Cal-
ley verdict, just two weeks later polls, for the first
time, showed that a majority of Americans now
opposed the war in Vietham.™
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At the end of April 1970, the U.S. decided to ex-
pand the war in Vietham by invading neighboring
Cambodia. President Nixon said that an addition-
al 150,000 soldiers were needed to support this
invasion, and that they would need to be drafted.

Student protests erupted throughout the
United States, but two were deadly. The first one,
and by far the most famous, took place at Kent
State University in Ohio. When students set fire
to the ROTC building on campus, Ohio Governor
James A. Rhodes deployed nearly 1,000 Ohio
National Guardsmen to the campus. On May 4,
1970, it was reported that 28 guardsmen fired
on a crowd of students, killing four and wound-
ing nine more. The campus was shut down, and
protests spread nationwide. As many as 500
other college and university campuses became
the center of massive protests against the war in
Vietnam (and Cambodia).

The United States so-called Justice De-
partment at first refused to investigate. However,
a subsequent Commission on Campus Unrest
decided that the guardsmen’s killing and wound-
ing of the Kent students was “unnecessary,
unwarranted, and inexcusable.” Sometime later,
a grand jury did indict eight guardsmen but dis-
missed charges because of lack of evidence.

However, what was not widely reported at
that time (it was basically ignored) was that two
black students were murdered by police and Mis-
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“Pigs off Campus!”
“Pigs off Campus!”
“Pigs off Campus!”
“Pigs off Campus!”

sissippi State Highway Patrolmen and nine more
were wounded. Was this incident just overlooked,
or was it deemed unimportant by the media be-
cause it occurred at Jackson State University—an
all black school?"

And, was this the entire story? Not at all!
According to The New York Times, in an article
from May 5, 1970 written by John Kifner titled “8
Hurt as Shooting Follows Reported Sniping at
Rally,” the guardsmen only fired on the students
after the guardsmen were fired on by a sniper
and the guardsmen were being threatened by
students who began to surround them. Kifner,
who says he was at the scene, said there was no
sniper fire. None! Several rocks had been thrown,
however.2

Ironically, on May 3, 1970, Ohio governor
Rhodes said, “We’re asking the legislature that
any person throwing a rock, brick or stone at a
law enforcement agent of Ohio, a sheriff, police-
man, highway patrol, national guard becomes a
felony. .. .™

So, it was just a student protest of a far
away war. Not according to Ohio Governor
Rhodes who said of the protesting Kent State stu-
dents, “They’re the worst type of people that we
harbor in America. | think that we’re up against
the strongest, well-trained, militant, revolutionary
group that has ever assembled in America.*
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On June 17, 1972, just months before
Richard Milhous Nixon’s reelection to a second
term, five burglars broke into the headquarters of
the Democratic National Committee located in the
Watergate—a Washington, D.C. hotel and office
complex. Fortunately, security spotted them, in-
formed the metro police, and they were arrested.
Caught with surveillance and electronic equip-
ment, they awaited arraignment in a federal court
while the FBI initiated an investigation.'

Nixon denied any knowledge of, or con-
nection to the burglary. But, at the same time, two
Washington Post reporters, Bob Woodward and
Carl Bernstein, investigating the incident, con-
cluded that there were connections between the
thieves and Nixon’s reelection campaign. In the
meantime Nixon was reelected that November in
one of the greatest landslides in American his-
tory.2

Just ten days after President Nixon’s
second inauguration, the trial of the Watergate
conspirators expanded to the burglars and two
accomplices—resulting in five guilty pleas (by for-
mer CIA member E. Howard Hunt and four oth-
ers) and two convictions for conspiracy, burglary,
and bugging the Democratic National Committee
Headquarters at the Watergate. These latter two
were former FBI agent G. Gordon Liddy, and
another former CIA employee James McCord.
McCord, appropriately, was the security director
of the Committee to Re-elect the President—ac-
roynym: CREEP! In the days and months ahead,
John Dean, the White House Counsel, H. R. Hal-
deman, Nixon’s Chief of Staff, John D. Ehrlich-
man, Assistant for Domestic Affairs, and Attorney
General Richard Kleindienst all resigned.

In May 1973, Archibald Cox was appointed
Special Prosecutor for the Watergate probe. He
and the Senate Select Committee on Presidential
Campaign Activities (chaired by Senator Sam
Ervin, D, NC) subsequently ran head-on into
Nixon’s increasingly obstinate nature. Both made
requests for White House tapes and Nixon re-

fused.

This Soap Opera became known as the
“Saturday Night Massacre.” As the spectacle es-
calated over the summer and into the fall, Nixon
ordered the firing of Archibald Cox, but instead
of that happening, Nixon’s own Attorney General
Elliot Richardson and Deputy Attorney General
William Ruckelhaus resigned.® Cox subsequently
got fired anyway by Solicitor General Robert Bork
(an eventual Supreme Court nominee). Then,
Leon Jaworski was named Special Prosecutor.

On November 17, in Orlando, Florida, in
response to increasing suspicions, and in front of
400 Associated Press editors, Nixon (in)famously
proclaimed, “I am not a crook.” While he was,
ostensibly, talking about not profiting from public
service, that quote defined his entire political ca-
reer.* By July 1974, the House Judiciary Commit-
tee had approved three articles of impeachment
against Nixon and sent it to the full House for a
vote. On August 8, Nixon told a nationwide TV
audience that he would resign, and the next day
he did. A month later, he received a full pardon
from then-President Ford. But it didn’t end there.
In January 1975, Nixon’s former Attorney General
John N. Mitchell and his former aide Erlichmann
and his Chief of Staff Haldeman were convicted
of obstruction of justice. Two years later, Nixon
defended himself by uttering, “I'm saying that
when the president does it, it means it’s not il-
legal.” Deep Throat turned out to be the former
Associate Director of the FBI, Mark Felt, who be-
lieved that he “was doing the right thing.” He was
convicted in 1980 for conspiracy for authorizing
agents to break into homes without search war-
rants.

By the way, Nixon didn’t get the name
“Tricky Dick” because of the Watergate Scandal.
He already had earned that moniker from Helen
Gahagan Douglas in the 1950 California Senate
race whom he had branded as the “pink lady.”
Her response was that Nixon was “Tricky Dick.™
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Most Americans probably don’t know that the
United States has repeatedly interfered with the
Chilean government. Before the War of 1812 (the
U.S. versus Britain—another war about “trade
issues”), the U.S. already had a special envoy in
Chile. By 1891, following the War of the Pacific,
the U.S. was again meddling in Chile’s internal
affairs—this time in the Chilean Civil War. By the
end of World War [, the U.S. had replaced Great
Britain as the major source of economic control
in Chile. United States mining giant Anaconda
Copper Mining Company (a subsidiary of ARCO
which is now a subsidiary of BP) made most of its
money from its Chilean copper operation—then
the largest mine in the world. Kennecott Utah
Copper LLC (a subsidiary of Rio Tinto Group)

is also one of the world’s largest mining corpo-
rations. As late as 1970, these two companies
controlled as much as 20% of Chile’s GDP.!

A number of sources suggest that eco-
nomic control exerted by U.S. corporations in
Chile and American government support of Chil-
ean politicians sympathetic with U.S. interests,
eventually led to the election of Salvador Allende
as president of Chile in 1970.

Less well known is that U.S. plans to stop
Allende began in the 1950s. Again, the tactics
used by the Americans were focused on trade.
As the Chilean government reduced tariffs, its
economy was overwhelmed by American imports.
These policies were supported by American
banks, the U.S. Treasury Department, and even
the International Monetary Fund. Consequently,
many Chilean workers became more and more
angry, and many began to consider Allende’s
socialist policies as a solution to their problems.

But American opposition to Allende was
also based on his denunciation of JFK’s failed
Bay of Pigs Invasion of Cuba, and Kennedy’s fear
that Chile was about to become another Cuba.
During the 1964 Chilean presidential election, the
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency provided at least
$3 million to support Allende’s opposition. Not
only did the CIA influence the election, it was also
involved in “human rights abuses or in covering
up any human rights abuses in Chile. . . .”

Of course, by the time Salvador Allende
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was finally elected president of Chile in 1970,
Kennedy was long gone, but his clandestine
activities had been fully embraced by then-U.S.
President Richard Nixon. According to reports, in
1973 Nixon ordered the CIA “to attempt to foment
a coup.™

It is ironic that the United States was so
paranoid about Allende’s election. Chile, ac-
cording to many sources, had a long tradition of
democracy—somewhat unusual in Latin America.
Yes, Allende was a founder of the Socialist Party
in Chile, but he supported a peaceful, democratic
transition to socialism—a rather unusual position
since most “socialist” countries were created by
revolutions.

In 1973 the Chilean government was taken
over in a military coup on September 11. This dic-
tatorship, led by General Augusto Pinochet, ruled
Chile from 1973 t01990. It focused primarily on
economic “reforms” based on policies obtained
in large part from the Department of Econom-
ics at the University of Chicago and reinforced
by University of Chicago-trained economists at
the Universidad Catolica de Chile. While some
economic reforms were accomplished during this
period, state-sponsored terrorism and torture also
occurred.*

On that same day, September 11, 1973,
President Salvador Allende’s life ended. Reports
claim it was suicide, but doubts remain to this day
what role the U.S. CIA may have played.®

r +%~ wepriembre, 1973
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If | get back in, I’'m going to [expletive] the
Jews.'
—President James Earl Carter, Jr.

James Earl Carter, Jr., known to all as “Jimmy”
was the 39th President of the United States
(1977-1981). Carter’s presidency is probably best
remembered for the Iran Hostage Crisis of 1979,
but it was back in the news as recently as May 2,
2017 when, “For inexplicable reasons, the Trump
administration apparently pressured Argentina to
back out of its announced plan to give President
Jimmy Carter the nation’s highest honor.”

Jimmy Carter was a graduate of the Naval
Academy, a naval officer, and, following his presi-
dency, a noted humanitarian active in Habitat for
Humanity, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in
2002, and a peanut farmer. But, as President, he
is known for creating the Department of Educa-
tion and the Department of Energy. One of his
major priorities was to reduce U.S. dependence
on foreign oil. along with energy consumption. He
also fostered the Camp David Peace Accords—a
peace treaty between Israel and Egypt.

Critics faulted him for many things—espe-
cially the energy crisis of 1979, not stopping the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the U.S. boycott
of the Summer Olympics of 1980 held in Mos-
cow, his brother, Billy, for a plethora of reasons,
and Bert Lance, Jimmy’s Director of the Office of
Management and Budget.

Carter was a complicated person. Like an
onion with many layers, if you peeled them off
one by one, you would find a Christian, a Born
Again Christian, a strong supporter of civil rights,
a friend of many black people, a supporter of
infamous segregationist George Wallace, a critic
of Martin Luther King, a supporter of segrega-
tionist Lester Maddox, a supporter of the death
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penalty—then not a supporter of the death pen-
alty, and a person quite ambivalent about the My
Lai Massacre in Vietham while at the same time,
as Governor of Georgia, he created “American
Fighting Man’s Day.”

Significant irony also exists with Carter’s
run for president in 1976. Virtually unknown
outside of Georgia, he had a national name
recognition of just two percent! Yet with the Wa-
tergate Scandal still haunting the Republicans
and Gerald Ford considered a weak and bum-
bling candidate, Carter ran as a populist outsider
untainted by corrupt Washington, D.C. Although
he did not promise to “drain the swamp,” he did
seek support from conservative Christian voters
and people in rural areas who felt overlooked.
The year 1976 looks, in retrospect, eerily similar
to 2016.3

Jimmy Carter is credited with many noble
concerns and actions following his presidency
such as asking that the infamous American base
at Guantanamo Bay be closed, amazingly ex-
pressing his concern that the “Religious Right”
had excessive power in U.S. politics, and ask-
ing for a worldwide end to the war on drugs. But
he also supported then-Venezuelan President
Chavez, regularly criticized Israel, and worked
with North Korean leaders to, supposedly, end
their nuclear ambitions. He also invoked Jesus
Christ’s opposition to abortion—hence Carter’s
own problems upholding Roe v. Wade. Yet in
2000 he broke with the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion over its position on women’s rights.*

Just Plain Jimmy really wasn’t very plain
after all.
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“A few months ago | told the American
people | did not trade arms for hostages.
My heart and my best intentions still tell
me that’s true, but the facts and the evi-
dence tell me it is not.”"

This slate is about a very complicated period of
time during Ronald Reagan’s presidency, and it
reveals something that most Americans think is a
relatively new development: “alternate facts,” or
“fake news.”

It contains a number of images that relate
specifically to what became known as the Iran-
Contra Affair. That incident was an extremely
murky period in U.S. history primarily because,
like all political scandals, a significant amount of
information was hidden, obscured, destroyed, or
merely lied about. What was subsequently re-
ported as happening was that Lieutenant Colonel
Oliver North of the U.S. National Security Council
(NSC), (mug shot card of him tucked under the
frame in the top right corner of the slate) se-
cretly arranged to have some of the proceeds of
U.S. weapon sales to Iran diverted to fund the
anti-Sandinista forces (hence the term Contras)
in Nicaragua. The weapons were supposed to
be shipped to Israel first, and then delivered by
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Israel to Iran. Ultimately, this event was an arms-
for-hostages deal that President Reagan finally
admitted on March 4, 1987.

A number of administration officials were
indicted, eleven convicted (some of which were
vacated), and the rest eventually pardoned by
President George H. W. Bush.

How ironic that this affair in the 1980s was
subsequently classified as “post-truth politics.”
So, you see, fake news and alternate facts are
really nothing new. And, just like today, the un-
derlying aspects of a so-called “war on terrorism”
were being played out with Iran as the terrorist
agent but with the zany notion that the weapon
sales would only go to supposedly moderate
Iranians.? Do you really believe that? The weap-
ons were for the Contras! Reagan said, “They
are our brothers, these freedom fighters, and we
owe them our help. I've spoken recently of the
freedom fighters of Nicaragua. You know the truth
about them. You know who they’re fighting and
why. They are the moral equal of our Founding
Fathers and the brave men and women of the
French Resistance. We cannot turn away from
them, for the struggle here is not right versus left;
it is right versus wrong.”

Some of the weapons that Iran received
included at least 120 Hawk anti-aircraft mis-
siles (Homing All the Way Killer) plus hundreds
of spare parts and at least 2,400 TOW anti-tank
missile launchers (Tube-launched, Optically-
tracked, Wireless-guided).*
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Within the covers of the Bible are the
answers for all the problems men face.'
************************************
***********ﬁ*gﬁ*ﬁ”*ﬁ*?ﬂtw***********

1.8.8.8.0.0.6.0.6.6.0.6.4

=4

kﬂ*?ﬁ?

MATTER

AR A kS ok ok ko k ok kK

************************************

“Ronald Reagan was a saint, a commanding
leader, the gold standard of principled conserva-
tism against whom all current and future Republi-
cans should be measured.” Really?

Reagan was the most popular president
since Franklin Delano Roosevelt, right? Well, no!
During his two terms in office, Reagan—as popu-
lar as he appears in posterity—was less popular
than Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy
and even Lyndon B. Johnson. In addition, during
his first two years, his approval ratings were even
lower than those of Jimmy Carter!®

Reagan was a devoutly and deeply reli-
gious evangelical Christian. Uh huh. Okay, then
what was Ronald Reagan’s position on religion?
St. Ronnie overwhelmingly defeated President
Jimmy Carter, a true evangelical Christian, in the
presidential election of 1980, and he did so with
the strong support of evangelical Christian voters.
How could this happen? As we all know, evangel-
ical Christians vehemently oppose abortion, and
by 1980, Reagan did too. But, in 1967, as Gover-
nor of California, he signed the most liberal abor-
tion law in the United States. Then, in 1986 the
complete reversal came in his State of the Union
speech to Congress. In it he said, “America will
never be whole as long as the right to life granted
by our Creator is denied to the unborn.”

Well, Ronald Reagan, like all good conser-
vative Republicans, unequivocally supported the
Second Amendment and the right to bear arms.
Right? Then, why, in 1967, did he say, he didn’t
“know of any sportsman who leaves his home
with a gun to go out into the field to hunt or for
target shooting who carries that gun loaded.”
Then he signed the Mulford Act of 1967 that
banned carrying loaded weapons in public. By

the way, it was strongly supported by the National
Rifle Association and Mulford was a Republican.®
My, how times have changed. Guess Bob Dylan
was right after all!

How about worker’s rights? After all, Rea-
gan was a union man himself who became Presi-
dent of the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) in 1947
and led it in its first three strikes. In 1981, he
said, “l hope you’ll forgive me if | point with some
pride to the fact that I'm the first president of the
United States to hold a lifetime membership in an
AFL-CIO union.”” And, soon he will be inducted
into the Hall of Honor of the United States De-
partment of Labor. Isn’t this honor somewhat odd
since Reagan’s relationship with labor during his
presidency was highlighted by his firing of more
than 11,000 striking union air traffic controllers?
And, while he was Governor of California, he
openly opposed the organization of immigrant
farm workers who were led by Dolores Huerta
and Cesar Chavez. Ironically, he will join both of
them in the Department of Labor Hall of Honor.2
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“Read my lips: no new taxes.””
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The first quote, uttered by presidential nominee
George H. W. Bush at the 1988 Republican
National Convention probably cost him the 1992
re-election campaign against Bill Clinton since
he did just the opposite. Ironically, many people
believe that it helped him win the 1988 election.
Known for his “thousand points of light,”
Bush actually established a foundation promot-
ing volunteerism and service. But do you re-
member Panama and Operation Just Cause?
Before the end of his first year as President of
the United States, Magog launched Operation
Just Cause—an invasion of Panama to capture
Manuel Noriega (ironically a CIA asset) for drug
trafficking. What was rarely mentioned in the ac-
colades Bush received for one of the best, clean-
est, quickest, most successful military actions in
American history, was that the U.S. had bombed
a poor Panamanian city called El Chorillo. Eye-
witnesses labeled the killing of thousands of
villagers and displacing tens of thousands “Guer-
nica” or “little Hiroshima.” It was another military
action to preserve democracy. George Will la-

beled it, Iovmgly, mllltant democracy, thus glvmg

MATTER

an entirely new meaning to that “thousand points
of light” especially when you see bombs going off
every two minutes for twelve hours.*

But, who or what is Magog? The literature
on this supposedly biblical character is highly
disputed. However, it is the name assigned to
the incoming member of Yale University’s most
famous (or infamous) secret society—the Skull
and Bones—the new Bonesman who has had
the most sexual experience!® Really! George H.
W. Bush!

Speaking of bombs going off every two
minutes, what about our “good war” in Iraq?
Many Americans believe that our first war in Iraq,
begun by George H. W. Bush, was a “just war,”
and the war started by his son, George W. Bush,
was a “bad war.” Why? “Domino Theory” time

| B
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| like a colorful sock. I’m a sock man.2

That bad old Saddam Hussein wasn’t going to
stop in Kuwait. He wanted to invade and conquer
Saudi Arabia—our major oil supplier. At the time,
Bush said, “l took this action to assist the Saudi
Arabian government in the defense of its home-
land.” He also said, “In the life of a nation, we're
called upon to define who we are and what we
believe. Sometimes these choices are not easy.
But today as President, | ask for your support in
a decision I've made to stand up for what'’s right
and condemn what’s wrong, all in the cause of

peace 7
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William Jefferson Blythe IlI'—who Americans
know as Bill Clinton, the 42nd President of the
United States, was twenty-two years old when he
arrived in England as a Rhodes Scholar at the
world famous University of Oxford. One of only
thirty-two Americans who had received this pres-
tigious award in 1968, Clinton decided to pursue
a degree in politics—a program that he never
finished perhaps because he had a number of
other things on his mind.

During this time, his real focus was on
the Vietham War—a war that he, supposedly,
vigorously opposed—arguably out of a sincere
conviction, but also because he was extremely
fearful that he would be drafted if he were back
home in the United States.? This latter position is
supported by his comments in a letter to “Mark”
dated November 3, 1968, in which Clinton states,
“l am getting in pretty good physical shape. Have
lost my belly and a lot of flab playing basketball
and rugby. These British rugby players are pretty
tough. | have already suffered a cut over the left
eye and, if | play much more, I’'m liable to get hurt
so bad I'll flunk my draft physical. Wishful think-
ing.”

Ironically, while at Oxford, Bill Clinton also
appeared to espouse pro-feminist ideas before
exposing his enduring sexist views while attend-
ing a lecture in 1970 by Germaine Greer—a
well-known voice in the feminist movement. Clin-
ton was the first to respond to the question and
answer period. Commenting on Greer’s remarks
that working-class men were far better sexual
partners than bourgeois ones, Bill, dressed “in a
pink poplin suit and ginger beard,” stood up and

asked, “In case you ever decide to give bourgeois
men another chance, can | give you my phone
number?”*

It wasn’t until March 1992 that Bill Clin-
ton revealed that he had used marijuana while
he was at Oxford. He said, “I've never broken a
state law. But when | was in England | experi-
mented with marijuana a time or two, and | didn’t
like it. | didn’t inhale it, and never tried it again.”
Johnny Carson, then host of “The Tonight Show,”
cracked, “That’s the trouble with the Democrats.
Even when they do something wrong, they don’t
do it right.”®
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“l did not have sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky.”

The Monica Lewinsky Scandal was also known
as Tailgate,? Sexgate, and Zippergate.® It was not
the first public disclosure of President Clinton’s
sexual peccadillos, but it is the most infamous.
Other women who have accused Bill Clinton of
sexual misconduct include Juanita Broaddrick
who accused him of raping her in 1978. Then
there is Paula Jones who claims that he made
improper sexual advances on her and also ex-
posed himself. This incident occurred in 1991 and
was finally resolved in 1998 when Clinton paid
out $850,000 to settle. Then, there was Kathleen
Willey who, as a White House volunteer in 1993,
claimed Clinton grabbed and kissed her in the
private study in the Oval Office. This incident was
brought up again during Hillary Clinton’s failed
presidential run in 2016. These incidents are all
referred to as “non-consensual encounters.”™

Numerous other women have alleged that
they had affairs with Bill Clinton. They include
Gennifer Flowers who apparently had at least a
twelve-year sexual relationship with Bill before he
became president. He actually admitted that he
had a sexual relationship with Flowers, but that it
wasn’t for twelve years.

A woman named Dolly Kyle Browning, a
Clinton high school friend, claimed that she and
Bill had sex from the mid-1970s until January
1992. And Elizabeth Ward Gracen, who was Miss
America of 1982, said she had sex with Bill that
year although he denies the allegation. There
was also Miss Arkansas 1958, Sally Perdue, who
claimed to have had an affair with Bill Clinton
while he was governor of Arkansas.®
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And then there was also Eileen Wellstone
who accused Clinton of sexual assault in 1969
in England while Bill was a student at Oxford
University.® Another allegation came from a legal
secretary named Carolyn Moffet. She claims that
in 1979, she fled Clinton’s hotel room in Little
Rock when he demanded certain sex acts. Bill
Clinton was also accused of trying to seduce one
Becky Brown-his daughter’s (Chelsea Clinton)
nanny.’

And, apparently there are even

more!
| mean just look at this impeccable
source!!!
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I’m very proud that | was a Goldwater Girl."
—Hillary Rodham Clinton

Really? A Goldwater Girl! Hillary Rodham was
born on October 26, 1947 in Chicago, lllinois to
politically conservative parents. By the time she
was thirteen, she was already working for Repub-
lican causes—Ilooking for Democrat voter fraud in
Chicago’s South Side.?

Rodham’s conservatism, at that time, was
apparently shaped by her father and her high
school history teacher, both staunch anti-commu-
nists, who introduced her to Barry Goldwater’s
political writings. She campaigned for Goldwater
in the 1964 presidential campaign, but she did
not vote for him. She was only sixteen.?

Following high school, she enrolled at
Wellesley College, and, during her freshman
year, was president of the Young Republicans.
But, by her junior year, she had become a sup-
porter of Democratic Presidential candidate Eu-
gene McCarthy who wanted to end the Vietnam
War. She also became a vocal advocate for civil
rights. But then, she attended the 1968 Republi-
can National convention.*

At this point in her life, it seems obvious
that she had already established a pattern that
her critics would label “flip-flops.” Ironically, her
senior thesis at Wellesley was on a Chicago com-
munity activist who would subsequently influence
future president Barrack Obama. That thesis
was suppressed by the Clinton White House and
Wellesley College from 1993-2001—ostensibly
because it exposed her radical views. That sup-
pression was eventually described by her profes-
sor as “a stupid political decision, obviously, at
the time.”

Following her graduation from Welles-
ley, she enrolled at Yale Law School because,
although accepted at Harvard, a law professor
there said, “We don’t need any more women at
Harvard.”

The rest is common knowledge. She
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campaigned for ultra-liberal George McGovern in
1972, then graduated from Yale Law in 1973. She
had already been living with future husband Wil-
liam Jefferson Clinton for several years.

During this time, she gained a variety of
legal experience. After failing to pass the bar
exam for the District of Columbia but passing
Arkansas’, she began to teach law at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas. While there, she successfully
defended a man accused of raping a twelve year
old girl and then she helped to found a rape crisis
hotline.” In October 1975, she married Bill Clin-
ton. He was elected Arkansas’ Attorney General
in 1976, and they moved to Little Rock where she
joined Rose Law Firm. During this time she was
on the board of directors of TCBY, Wal-Mart, and
Lafarge—all clients of Rose Law Firm.®

The Clinton’s lives rapidly became frantic.
Quickly flashing by were Whitewater Investment
Corporation, Gennifer Flowers, Paula Jones, the
“Stand By Your Man” insult of Tammy Wynette,
Monica Lewinsky, the Fellowship, Health Care
Reform, rejection of NAFTA, Travelgate, Vince
Foster, Filegate, cattle futures controversy, miss-
ing White House gifts, the “vast right-wing con-
spiracy,” USA PATRIOT Act, military action in
Afghanistan, and Iraq, Benghazi, private email
server, “dead broke” (the latter Politifact rates
“Mostly False”), Goldman Sachs, Chelsea, out-
drinking John McCain, love of Saudi Arabia. . . .
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Cigarette smoking is no more addictive than

coffee, tea or Twinkies.

—James W. Johnston, CEO, RJR Nabisco’

The use of tobacco and tobacco products dates
back to around 1 BCE, although it is thought that
tobacco was growing in the Americas as early as
6,000 BCE.2 It’s earliest uses apparently were
medicinal: it was used to cure everything, treat
wounds, relieve pain, and stop toothaches.®

After Columbus “discovered” America
and other early adventurers to the New World
took the plant back to Europe, growing it rapidly
spread throughout Europe. Europeans believed
that it cured everything—including cancer and
even bad breath!* By 1571, a doctor in Spain
claimed that tobacco could cure thirty-six dis-
eases. Seventeen years later, tobacco was being
promoted, in what would become Virginia, as a
“viable way to get one’s daily dose of tobacco” by
the good Thomas Harriet—who, unfortunately,
died of nose cancer. By the 1600s, tobacco had
become “as good as gold.” I, literally, was used
as money, and by 1776, it helped finance the
American Revolutionary War.

What about the other side of tobacco?
Was the main ingredient in it a poison? Since
nicotine wasn’t discovered until 1826, who knew?
Ten years later it was being used as an insecti-
cide. (Kinda gives new meaning to the product
called Reynolds Wrap!)®

But the real “explosion” of tobacco use
occurred during World War I. It became known as
the “soldiers smoke.” But, since that was just for
men, cigarette producers who obviously believed
in women’s equal rights, began marketing a prod-
uct for women: a cigarette called “Mild as May.”
By the end of World War ll, cigarette use was at
an unsurpassed level having been included in C-
Rations and provided for free to the soldiers.®

But by the 1950s, it appeared that there
was a link between tobacco and lung cancer.
Though that was vehemently denied by the
industry, tobacco companies started to introduce
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low tar, and filtered cigarettes—one of which
(Kent) had a “micronite” filter containing asbes-
tos. By 1956, menthol-filtered cigarettes were
introduced—perhaps to make one’s breath smell
fresher.

In 1964, the United States Surgeon
General issued a report entitled “Smoking and
Health.” Two years later, warning notices on
cigarette packs began, and major tobacco com-
panies began removing the word “tobacco” from
their name. American Tobacco Company became
American Brands, Inc., RJ Reynolds Tobacco
Company was renamed RJ Reynolds Industries
(and they bought aluminum), Phillip Morris diver-
sified and bought into the Miller Brewing Com-
pany. By 1971, cigarette ads were removed from
television advertising. It wasn’t until 1979, howev-
er, that the Surgeon General would issue a report
on the consequences of smoking by women thus
giving new meaning to the phrase, “You’ve Come
a Long Way Baby!”” By 1985, lung cancer sur-
passed breast cancer as the number-one killer
of women. Phillip Morris responded by acquiring
shares of General Foods and Kraft. RJ Reynolds
Industries further diversified and became RJR/
Nabisco. (Go Oreos!) By 1987, smoking began to
be banned on U.S. airlines’ domestic flights.

During this time, most of lawsuits brought
against the tobacco companies were dismissed.
But in February 2000, Philip Morris was ordered
to pay $51.5 million to a Californian with lung
cancer—the first major victory against tobacco
companies. More than forty states sued the to-
bacco industry using antitrust and consumer pro-
tection laws and arguing that cigarettes caused
significant health problems that cost the state
public health systems a great amount of money.
These lawsuits were also successful because the
tobacco industry could not use the defense that
had been so successful against individual smok-
ers: that the smoker was aware of the risk and
made the decision to smoke anyway.®



- - — ~ ——

YOU BREAK

T

Plate 42
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It ain’t as bad as you think. It will look better in the morning.'
—Colin Powell

The United States war in Irag was partially based
on manufactured “intelligence” that Iraqi Presi-
dent Sadam Hussein had WMD, or weapons of
mass destruction. This action relied on “reports”
from as early as 2001 that Hussein, in an attempt
to rebuild Irag’s nuclear program, had attempted
to buy “yellowcake” from Niger and several other
countries. Although these reports were suspected
by numerous intelligence agencies and many
individuals to be fake, incomplete, or inaccurate,
nevertheless they formed a significant part of

the basis and justification of what then-President
George W. Bush, aka “Dubya” relied on when
making his decision to invade Iraq.?

But, far earlier, the groundwork for an
invasion of Iraq was being laid. In 1993, it was
reported that Saddam Hussein attempted to as-
sassinate former President George H. W. Bush,
Dubya’s father. In October 1998, then-President
Bill Clinton signed the Iraq Liberation Act making
regime change there the official United States
Policy. During this time Al Qaeda had bombed
U.S. embassies in Africa and attacked U.S. as-
sets elsewhere. By 2002, Vice President Cheney
claimed that Saddam Hussein was pursuing
nuclear weapons. The list of fabrications and lies
went on and on, just like the war.?

By June 2002 the massive bombing of Iraq
had begun although the war had not officially be-
gun. And on February 5, 2003, Colin Powell told
the United Nations that, “Every statement | make
today is backed up by sources, solid sources.
These are not assertions. What we’re giving you
are facts and conclusions based on solid intel-
ligence.” The war officially then began on March
20, 2003.*

Saying, “If you broke it, you own it,” (the
so-called “Pottery Barn rule”) was Colin Powell’s
way of letting Dubya know about the potential
consequences of a protracted war in Iraqg. Ironi-
cally, even this is a lie. Michael Daley wrote in the
New York Daily News on April 8, 2004, that Pow-
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ell apparently picked up that saying from a baby
furniture store he had worked at as a teenager.

The borders on this slate are images that
can be interpreted in many ways—except for two
of them. Can you find those images, and do you
know what they represent? Hint: Their history
begins toward the end of World War Il.

And, by the way, since 1776, a number of
sources (not necessarily credible but compelling
nevertheless) claim that the United States has
been at war for 224 of its 241 years of existence!®
And, at least one credible source says that the
world has been at peace for “just 8 percent of
recorded history.”
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| believe that God has planted in every
human heart the desire to live in freedom.
And even when that desire is crushed by
tyranny for decades, it will rise again.’

eorge W. Bush’s plans for war were

very risky, but he was no gambler.

He denied the existence of chance and

even said, “Events aren’t moved by
blind change and chance” but by “the hand of a
just and faithful God.”

He was convinced that his presidency was
part of a divine plan, even telling a friend while he
was governor of Texas, “I believe God wants me
to run for president,” and his conviction that he
was doing God’s will surfaced openly after 9/11.
The power of so-called “providentialist” think-
ing in the Bush administration persisted, draw-
ing strength from the fervent beliefs of Christian,
Islamic and Jewish fundamentalists.

The more humane interpreters of those
traditions are increasingly ignored, and the ideo-
logues take command, convinced that they are
doing God’s will.

Was Bush'’s crusade an extension of
America’s Manifest Destiny, a maneuver to find a
new source of energy (oil), or was it really, as he
insisted, a “liberating crusade in the Middle East,”
and “this call of history has come to the right
country.”

The term “crusade” describing the inva-
sion of Irag vanished almost as quickly as it was
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uttered. Clearly, however, Bush was guided by
fundamentalist Christian views, just as his sup-
porters insisted that “the rhetoric of Providence is
as American as cherry pie.”
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122 vicious prisoners, released by the
Obama Administration from Gitmo, have
returned to the battlefield. Just another
terrible decision!"

The only thing wrong about Donald Trump’s
quote above is that, as the Miami Herald put it,
“Trump blames wrong president for most Guan-
tanamo ‘back to battlefield’ releases.” The news-
paper went on to state that, “Trump’s vow to keep
Guantanamo open and add new prisoners was a
popular sound bite during his campaign.”?

“Colonel Morris Davis, a staunch Guanta-
namo critic who served as the chief prosecutor
at the detention facility, says the ‘net result’ be-
tween Bush and Obama is essentially the same.
He characterizes the Bush administration ‘as bad
intentions coupled with a strong will in the face
of no opposition.” The Obama administration, he
says, is more a case of ‘good intentions coupled
with a weak will in the face of significant opposi-
tion.” ™

So, what is Guantanamo Bay? Established
as a U.S. military prison in 2002, the U.S. has
had complete control of this southeastern portion
of Cuba since 1903 through a lease agreement
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for which the U.S. paid the Cuban government
$2,000 a year. However, the U.S. first set up a
navy base there in 1898 during the Spanish-
American War. It houses the Bayview Restaurant,
Bombers—a Mexican restaurant, Caribbean Cof-
fee & Cream featuring Starbucks coffee, Pizza
Hut, Spinz (“hand crafted food”), and the Wind-
jammer.* A variety of alcoholic drinks are avail-
able at O’Kelly’s Irish Pub, described as “the only
Irish pub on Communist soil.” Was this actually
the Military Fast-Food Industrial Complex?

The U.S. military website for Naval Sta-
tion Guantdnamo Bay, Cuba, states that the area
population is 5,800.° It currently houses forty-
one prisoners at an estimated cost of $10.8
million per prisoner per year.’

Referred to by many as the Pearl of the
Antilles, Gitmo as it is commonly known, has a
number of what can only be described as pecu-
liar attributes. It is the sole American military base
in a communist country. Killing an iguana can set
you back $10,000. With a Mr. and Mrs. Gitmo
Figure and Fitness Competition, and an in-house
magazine called, appropriately, the Wire, movie
theaters and restaurants, a Zombie 5K run, a
Sure Start-12 educational system, it has been
dubbed the typical U.S. suburb.®

Noval Station
Guontanamo Boy

PSC 1005

Box 25 FPO AE
Guontanamo Bay, 09593
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Plate 45
John A. O’Connor, Poetic Justice, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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written on the slate. Their fate is discussed in the
“post-it” poem that | wrote in syllabic verse.

Francis Scott Key wrote “the land of the
free and the home of the brave” in 1814. Since
1931, it has been sung as the national anthem of
the United States.? Ironically, Key was a slave-
holder, and the U.S. wars in the middle—East
have been, correctly portrayed, many believe, as
racist/religious wars.

Mission Accomplished.

Many years later. . .
nglish drama critic Thomas Rymer coined
the phrase “poetic justice” in The Tragedies
of the Last Age Considere’d (1678) to describe REALLY?
how a work should inspire proper T TR0 ’
moral behavior in its audience by S
illustrating the triumph of good | = &
over evil.

George W. Bush’s 2003
“Mission Accomplished” speech
got its name from the banner
that was displayed on the aircraft
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln. It
triumphantly (and blatantly) an- 3
nounced that the U.S. mission in |
Irag had been accomplished. It
occurred during a televised ad-
dress by United States President |
Bush on May 1, 2003. The con-

troversy followed.? i foretold.
e , o Arab Spring here was ioré
Bush s p‘r‘oplheltlc pro- 8 “No ﬁ‘ a0 |ib2rty to take hold
nouncement” of “Mission Accom- i ; . hain we led a great crusade

plished” certainly gives the title 1 hd many of US were dismayed
of this work Poetic Justice a new | 2 A, )

twist. The slate image contains ~ Fai 4 the world was q

a ‘black hole” surrounded by an & Ihen W said, “Mission Accom
image of a clown and a joker. The| : :
words Shia, Sunni, and Kurd are |

bme to Shia; Sunni, and Kurd
h arrangement believed absurd
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John A. O’Connor, Violin Tax?, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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The treatment of those detained at Abu
Ghraib is governed by the Geneva Conven-
tions, which have been signed by both the
U.S. and Iraq.’

According to many accounts during 2004, numer-
ous acts of horrendous violence and violation

of human rights were committed by U.S. Army
soldiers and the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) during the war that began in Iraq in 2003.
Torture, rape, sodomy, even murder—you name
it, and it probably occurred under the watch of the
U.S. government officials pictured in the “post-
card” in this slate, Violin Tax.

The abuses were originally portrayed by
these officials and others as isolated, unsanc-
tioned incidents although subsequent investiga-
tion revealed that they were approved by Donald
Rumsfeld, then-Secretary of Defense. While of-
ficial U.S. policymakers insisted that these crimes
were infrequent, it was subsequently revealed
that they took place not only at Abu Ghraib prison
in Iraq, but also occurred in Afghanistan, and also
at America’s military base at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

It was not generally known during this time
that the U.S. government had justified “enhanced
interrogation” as a legal way to obtain information
from so-called “enemy combatants,” because, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of Justice, these
enemy combatants were not covered by the Ge-
neva Convention. Known as the “Torture Memos,”
these incredible legal interpretations were written
by John Yoo, a Deputy Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States. What makes this more
surprising is that Yoo, a native-born South Ko-
rean, held degrees in law from Yale and Harvard
Universities, served, since 1993, as a professor
of law at the University of California at Berkeley
and subsequently served at a number of other
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universities and think tanks.

Who was responsible for the torture at Abu
Ghraib? Well, the individuals pictured in Violin
Tax were never charged, indicted, or prosecuted.
But, one Janis Karpinski, a U.S. Brigadier Gen-
eral who was in charge of all U.S. military pris-
ons in Irag—even though she had absolutely no
experience running a prison, let alone prisons—
was eventually demoted to the rank of Colonel.
How ironic that a number of lower level military
women also participated in the torture and sexual
humiliation of the prisoners at Abu Ghraib? And,
the blood spatters? Yes, violent, bloody murders
were carried out by U.S. soldiers there.?

AMERICAN HEROES anyone?
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John A. O’Connor, Concealed Kerry, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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“You know, education, if you make the most of it, if you study hard and do your home-
work, and you make an effort to be smart, you can do well.” But, he added, “If you

don’t, you get stuck in lraq.”

John Kerry made those remarks to students at
Pasadena City College on October 31, 20086,
while campaigning for a colleague. Relatively
simple and straightforward on first reading, they
mask the identity of a person who is quite differ-
ent from his well-known public persona.

Although John Kerry was born in Colo-
rado, his full name is John Forbes Kerry. He is a
member of that well-known, wealthy Irish family
from Boston, Massachusetts. His extended family
includes the very wealthy Winthrop clan.? Raised
as a Irish-Catholic, he served as an altar boy.®

However, the Kerry family name actually
was Kohn. John Forbes Kerry’s father was Aus-
trian, and his mother was Hungarian. Both were
Jews. The name “Kerry” apparently came about
when a family member dropped a pencil on a
map of Ireland, and it just happened to land on
County Kerry. John Forbes Kerry claims that he
did not learn about this until 2003.*

Interestingly, Kerry who many people
believe to be a highly intelligent and well-edu-
cated person received lower grades at Yale than
the much maligned and often derided “stupid”
George W. Bush. “| always told my Dad that D
stood for distinction,” he said about all of the D
grades he received.® Yet, Kerry apparently was
an excellent debater and won many debates
against students from across America. He also
was described as an excellent orator.®

Like his opponent George W. Bush in the
2004 U.S. presidential election, Kerry also went
to Yale University, and like Dubya he became a
Bonesman—a member of Yale’s infamous se-
cret society. Supposedly, John Kerry’s Skull and
Bones nickname was Long Devil, although some
dispute this and suggest that name was reserved
for the tallest Bonesman. But since the society
is “secret,” and Kerry himself wouldn’t say more
than, “I wish there were something secret | could

manifest there,” it is impossible to verify the ac-
curacy of this description.

John Kerry’s current wife, Teresa Heinz
Kerry is a very rich woman whose previous hus-
band, H. John Heinz Ill was also a U.S. senator
and, coincidentally, his father was also a member
of Skull and Bones.?

Kerry’s military career in Vietnam is sur-
rounded by significant controversy. A group of
his colleagues calling themselves Swift Boat
Veterans for Truth said that Kerry was not quali-
fied to receive the three Purple Hearts, Bronze
Star Medal, and Silver Star awarded to him.
Other who served with Kerry deny the claims
of the Swift Boat Veterans for Truth.® Ironically,
the continuing attack on Kerry’s activities on the
Swift Boat is known today as “swiftboating™—a
term that many would say defines a white lie, or
worse.®

When Kerry returned from Vietnam follow-
ing a four-month tour of duty, he joined the Viet-
nam Veterans Against the War, and subsequently
threw away his medals. Or did he? Controversy
on this issue continues today because Kerry
himself has told numerous versions of what really
happened to his medals, or ribbons, or whatever
they were."

In 2004, Kerry also severely criticized
President Bush for U.S. involvement in the Iraq
War, yet he voted for it in 2002. On March 16,
2004, regarding a supplemental appropriations
bill for the Iraq War, Kerry said he “actually did
vote for the $87 billion before | voted against it.”'2
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“Journalists and pundits should not manu-
facture a blood libel. . . .

Democrat Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords
was brutally shot by Jared Lee Loughner in a
murderous onslaught against a crowd attending
her meeting of constituents near Tucson, Ari-
zona, on January 8, 2011. Of the nineteen people
injured, six died.

At that time, Sara Palin was vigorously
campaigning for her 2008 partner, Arizona Sena-
tor John McCain. Also playing a prominent role in
this happy version of Tea Party politics was Jan-
ice Brewer, then-Governor of Arizona—the state
ranked number one for gun owners.2

What most people didn’t know when Palin
uttered her infamous “blood libel” comment was
that Giffords was Arizona’s first Jewish Congress-
woman. So, what of it?

So, what of “bomb, bomb Iran,” John Mc-
Cain’s famous mantra in the 2008 election? Think
about it. McCain choose Palin to be his Vice
Presidential running mate. Both were supported
by Governor Brewer. McCain is not only a known,
military hawk and avid gun rights supporter,
but also he has received more money from the
National Rifle Association than any politician in

Xpesmix
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American history! How fitting is it then, that Mc-
Cain blamed former President Obama for the
mass shooting at a gay nightclub in Orlando,
Florida?

It is also common knowledge, that during
the 2012 campaign, Palin was roundly criticized
for marking districts with cross hairs that the Re-
publicans sought to take back.

So, what is blood libel? Does it refer to the
crucifixion of Jesus by the Jews as some Chris-
tians contend? Mentioned in Matthew 27:25, it
has often been interpreted that way.®

Usually, blood libel is described as an
inhuman act involving Jews kidnapping and mur-
dering children in order to use their blood in ritual
religious practices—or in their food (as in matzo
and wine) although it is prohibited by the teach-
ings of Judaism. Described as a horrible practice,
it has been attributed throughout history by many
as a particularly Jewish practice. Catholics and
Muslims have frequently derided Jews for this
heinous act.*

Numerous defenders of Sarah Palin, both
on the left and right, have concluded that she
may not have really understood what the phrase
“blood libel” actually means. Palin has, of course,
routinely criticized the press for inaccurately and
savagely attacking her for using the term. She
has also routinely attacked journalists for many
other things. Ironically (or is it coincidentally?),
Palin was born a Catholic who then converted to
Pentecostalism, and is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Idaho with a degree in communications
with an emphasis in journalism!
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“Ungrateful TRAITOR Chelsea Manning,
who should never have been released from
prison, is now calling President Obama a
weak leader. Terrible!”"

The images represented in the panels symbolize
some of the materials, means, and methods used
by so-called “intelligence agencies” to obtain in-
formation on residents of various countries.
Espionage, or spying, of course is nothing
new. Even many of the methods depicted in the
slate, Patriotic Assets, to obtain intel are historic.
Notice the number of images on each panel, add
them up, then compare that number to the of
spies who entered the so-called “Promised Land.”
Yes, you may need to refer to the “Old Testa-

i
!
4]
' )
v
%
4l
d
d

» e B AASne N

ment” of the Bible or the Hebrew Bible.
Actually, spying is even more ancient than
that! It probably is at least as old as the so-called

What does that gold star mean?

oldest profession. And, it has been common in
almost all cultures

However, some of the images depict rela-
tively recent inventions.

There is also a silhouette of a famous per-
son who is the subject of a great deal of recent
discussion about legal and illegal “monitoring,”
and “surveillance.” Most of the current in-depth
searches of U.S. citizens (and others) are made
possible by the ironically named Patriot Act.

“The president also knows from the NSA’s
damage assessment that Snowden compromised
materials critical in the intelligence war against
Russia, including documents NSA Deputy Direc-
tor Richard Ledgett called the ‘keys to the king-
dom.” ” Interestingly, “keys to the kingdom” is the
title of a recent book by former U.S. Senator Bob
Graham of Florida—and “keys of the kingdom” is
“a Christian concept of eternal church authority.”™
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“Everybody is comparing the oil spill to Hurricane Katrina, but the real parallel could be the
Iranian hostage crisis. In the late 1970s, the hostage crisis became a symbol of America’s inabil-
ity to take decisive action in the face of pervasive problems. In the same way, the uncontrolled
oil plume could become the objective correlative of the country’s inability to govern itself.””

Would you believe that a conservative Republi-
can who once wrote for the Wall Street Journal
made the quote above? And, ironically, why did
he equate this disaster with Iran? Was he pre-
scient, or did he simply do his homework?

It has been more than eight years since
the Deepwater Horizon rig exploded on April
20, 2010, in the Gulf of Mexico and created the
largest offshore oil disaster in history. Eleven
workers died while some 210 million gallons of
oil poured into the Gulf of Mexico, at least 1,400
dolphins died, and estimates suggest that at least
1,000,000 birds were killed. How did this happen
and who was responsible?

In 1908, the British Anglo-Persian Qil
Company (APOC) began extracting oil from Iran.
In 1935, it was renamed the Anglo-Iranian Oil
Company (AIOC). In 1954 it was renamed again.
This time it became BP, the British Petroleum
Company?>—the company responsible for this
great disaster known variously as the Deepwater
Horizon Qil Spill, the BP Qil Spill, or the Macondo
Incident—among many other, perhaps even less
flattering names.®

The number of fingers in this pie is her-
culean. BP chartered the rig that was built by
Hyundai Heavy Industries, owned by Transocean,
and it was being operated under a “flag of con-
venience” of the Marshall Islands. To complicate
this further, BP had a 65% share in the project,
Andarko Petroleum Corporation had a 25%
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share, and MOEX Offshore 2007 held a 10%

share—the last one a subsidiary of Mitsui which
probably no one has ever heard of even though
it is one of the world’s largest corporate entities.
Halliburton, another of the world’s largest corpo-
rations linked to this incident because of its role

in “the cement job it did to seal BP ‘s Macondo
oil well,” paid out over $1.1 bullion—even though
it denied any blame or responsibility in this de-
bacle.*

This catastrophe of monumental propor-
tions was dubbed “the world’s largest accidental
release of oil into marine waters. . . .

Accidental? Then why did BP subsequent-
ly plead guilty to eleven counts of manslaughter,
two misdemeanors, and lying to Congress—a
felony. Subsequently, BP also was subjected to
unprecedented government monitoring, and EPA
banned it from competing for new contracts with
the U.S. government. By February 2013, it had
reportedly cost BP over $42 billion. Additionally,
in July of 2015, BP agreed to pay more than $18
billion in fines.® But by October 2015, that number
had risen to $20.8 billion—the largest penalty for
accidental pollution in U.S. History.” [Emphasis
added.]

Just how extensive was this accidental oil
spill? Well, it washed up on the shores of Texas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida. Qil
was found along 1,313 miles of these shorelines.?
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Plate 51
John A. O’Connor, The Continuing Crusade, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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“We all know that what is happening
in Syria. . . is unacceptable. And we
are not as unified as we should be in
pushing to make it stop.”

| didn'tseta red line.

rld set a red line.
TEe~U\I‘S.'ci)3resident Barack Obama,

news conference,

Stockholm, Sept. 4, 2013°

Barack Obama’s comment that he didn’t set a
red line strikes many as a peculiar retreat from
him saying just that. Glenn Kessler on Septem-
ber 6, 2013, wrote in The Washington Post that
“a red line” has been rhetorically troublesome for
the president ever since he uttered those words
about a year ago. . . 7

Many pundits and journalists would have
happily rewarded the president with “Pinocchios”
for his ambiguous interpretation and subsequent
reinterpretation of the facts about the war in
Syria, and also his own reinvention and reinter-
pretation of his own remarks. Indeed, his entire
administration got in on this act—particularly
when then-Secretary of State John Kerry reiter-
ated that it was the world’s red line.

- MATTER

The numbers at the top obviously refer to
the “countdown” to “BOOM,” which is depicted by
the target on the “wrinkled map” of Syria—targets
that the American Air Force apparently did bomb.

The left and right panels (i.e. border deco-
ration) are original to an actual slate with the
exception of two updated symbols of American
violence in World War II. Can you find them?
What do they represent?

Oh, and the red line and the “bloody fin-
gerprint.” | wonder what they could represent?
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Plate 52
John A. O’Connor, The Caged Bird Sings, 2016-17. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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A bird doesn’t sing because it has an answer, it sings because it has a song.'

It has been repeatedly said that pretty much any-
one could be forgiven for thinking that the quote
above was originated by the late poet Maya
Angelou, who wrote | Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings. But did she write it? And, if not, why did
President Obama attribute it to her when he used
these words in his opening remarks at the 2013
National Medals of the Arts and Humanities pre-
sentation? And, if the quote is not something that
Maya Angelou said, who did? And why does it
matter? Isn't it just a mistake or a “little white lie”?

Not only did President Obama credit
Angelou with the quote, but it also showed up on
April 7, 2015 on a U.S. “Forever” postage stamp
along with her portrait taken from an oil paint-
ing by Russ Rossin that is in the collection of the
Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery.2

The quote actually belongs to Joan Walsh
Anglund, an author of children’s books, who
wrote it in her 1967 book, A Cup of Sun. An-
glund’s version does vary slightly in that “it” is
“he” in the original. Ironically, the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice initially defended its plagiarism by claiming
that it had been attributed by everyone to Ange-
lou. It even went on to say, “The Postal Service
used her widely recognized quote to help build
an immediate connection between her image and
her 1969 nationally recognized autobiography, ‘I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,’” spokesman
Mark Saunders said.®

Many people will consider this situation
irrelevant or even laughable. But is it? Is plagia-
rism irrelevant? Does it have no consequences?
The Law Dictionary says, “Copying someone
else’s work and passing it off as one’s own can

—Maya Angelou

come with serious consequences. Some of these
are personal, some are professional and some
are legal. These consequences can vary depend-
ing upon how and where the plagiarism oc-
curred.” It goes on to note, “When a professional
commits plagiarism, the stakes are even higher.
Notoriety as a plagiarist can effectively end a
career. The plagiarist may be asked to leave their
job or be fired.™

Of course, there also can be legal conse-
quences. But when one examines the list of well-
known journalists or politicians who have been
accused of plagiarism, it appears that most of
them have avoided any real punishment.

Ironically, the only person | know who suf-
fered any consequences for plagiarism was fired.
He was a local school superintendent who just
happened to be black.

Historically, some famous people have
been cited for plagiarism. They include Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. whose doctoral dissertation and
other writings were taken from non-attributed
sources. Scientist Jane Goddall has been ac-
cused of lifting material from Wikipedia. Even
Johnny Cash, the famous country music star,
was sued over supposedly stealing the lyrics and
music of “Folsom Prison Blues” from a 1953 song
by Gordon Jenkins. Others involved in plagiarism
issues include the Beach Boys, George Harrison,
Led Zeppelin, and Hellen Keller—a 1961 recipi-
ent of the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Argu-
ably one of the best known of all of the plagiarists
was T. S. Elliot, the Nobel Prize winning poet.
And, so we have come full circle.®

ANGELOU




Plate 53
John A. O’Connor, The Junior Varsity, 2017. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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“The label Junior Varsity made sense from the perspective of what they had accom-
plished at the time.””"

Did President Barack Obama really refer to

ISIS (or ISIL, or Daesh—an acronym for Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant) as the junior var-
sity? Well, in an article in The New Yorker, he is
quoted as saying, “The analogy we use around
here sometimes, and | think is accurate, is if a
jayvee team puts on Lakers uniforms that doesn’t
make them Kobe Bryant.” The then-White House
Press Secretary subsequently “clarified” Obama’s
remark by stating that the President’s comment
was taken out of context. [How convenient!] That
clarification won the Press Secretary “four Pinoc-
chios"—The Washington Post’s worst rating.?
Obama said subsequently, “Keep in mind | wasn'’t

specifically referring to ISIL™ Kind of reminds
me of the red line in Syria that President Obama
didn’t say either.

How ironic is it that President Obama
chose Kobe Bryant as the symbol of the LA Lak-
ers. Famous Lakers such as Bryant, Shaquille
O’Neal,* and Magic Johnson® all have rather
sordid sexual histories. Why not pick Kareem
Abdul-Jabar—a highly respected former Laker
and currently a well-respected journalist and
businessman—among many other noteworthy
achievements? Was it because Jabar is a Mus-
lim? Just asking? After all, Obama awarded him
the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2016!




Plate 54
John A. O’Connor, The Legacy, 2017. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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“Let’s compare Barack Obama with his predecessor. Whatev-

er legitimate criticisms of George W. Bush’s foreign policy one
can make—and we made many contemporaneously and would
still make many—Iet’s be clear: Bush basically succeeded.”"

While many historians probably believe that it
may be far too soon to judge President Barack
Obama’s presidency, it hasn’t stopped pundits
like William Kristol from scathing criticism such
as “Indeed the real question about the Obama
legacy probably should be: Has America ever
had a worse foreign policy president? We can’t
think of who that would be.”

On the other hand, Michael Grunwald
seems to think, as Joe Biden notoriously said,
when speaking of Obamacare (the Affordable
Care Act—ACA) that it was a BFD.® He goes on
to say, “What he’s done is changing the way we
produce and consume energy, the way doctors
and hospitals treat us, the academic standards
in our schools and the long-term fiscal trajectory
of the nation. Gays can now serve openly in the
military, insurers can no longer deny coverage
because of pre-existing conditions, credit card
companies can no longer impose hidden fees
and markets no longer believe the biggest banks
are too big to fail. Solar energy installations are
up nearly 2,000 percent, and carbon emissions
have dropped even though the economy is grow-
ing.”™

Laura Belmonte, Professor and Head of
the History Department at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity says, “Throughout his presidency, Barack
Obama’s extraordinary capacity to tap people’s
deepest aspirations collided with domestic politi-
cal divides that severely limited his ability to build
an enduring legislative program comparable to
the New Deal, the Great Society, or the Reagan
revolution.™

H. W. Brands, Professor of History at the
University of Texas at Austin says, “The single
undeniable aspect of Obama’s legacy is that
he demonstrated that a black man can become
president of the United States. This accomplish-
ment will inform the first line in his obituary and
will earn him assured mention in every American
history textbook written from now to eternity.

For all else, it's too soon to tell.”®

Doris Kearns Goodwin, presidential histo-
rian says, “In the near-term, he brought stability
to the economy, to the job market, to the housing
market, to the auto industry and to the banks.
That’s what he’s handing over: an economy that
is in far better form than it was when he took
over. And you can also say he’ll be remembered
for his dignity, grace, and the lack of scandal. And
then the question is in the longer term what have
you left for the future that will be remembered
by historians years from now. Some of that will
depend on what happens to health care.”

Then, there is Glass-Steagall and Dodd-
Frank, Iran and Israel. U.S. Cyber command,
renewal of the Patriot Act, Cuban-American rela-
tions thawing, Guantanamo still operating, Libya
unsettled, Osama bin Laden killed, Syria still
at war, Irag a mess, Afghanistan still unsettled,
and who knows about his environmental execu-
tive orders and The Paris Agreement on climate
change, or the Iran Nuclear Deal, “If you like your
doctor, you’ll be able to keep him,” same sex
marriage. . . .
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Plate 55
John A. O’Connor, TrumpupPence, 2017. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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Vice-President Mike Pence—a hard-line evangel-
ical who has repeatedly called himself “a Chris-
tian, a conservative, and a Republican, in that
order’—refuses to dine extramaritally. If he eats
alone with a woman, that woman is Karen Pence;
if he attends an event where alcohol is served
and “people are being loose,” he prefers that his
wife be present and standing close to him.’

He is the man who has been described
as “the de facto leader of the Republican party,
which is no longer the party of conservatism but
is now the party of nationalism; but more impor-
tantly Mike Pence is at the head of another, far
more dangerous Republican group, the ‘Christian
Supremacists.’ "

Pence was born into an Irish Catholic fam-
ily. He was both a Roman Catholic and a Demo-
crat. He even voted for Jimmy Carter in 1980
over the great Republican Ronald Reagan.® He
got into politics because John F. Kennedy and
Martin Luther King Jr. inspired him.*

Who are his heroes? Beside Jesus, they
include Ronald Reagan and Rush Limbaugh. But
his most important hero “was evangelist James
Dobson” whose invitation to appear on his (Dob-
son’s) radio show caused Pence to gleefully an-
nounce that “being interviewed by Dobson ‘was
the greatest honor of my entire life.” ™ Pence
went on to host his own radio show, “The Mike
Pence Show” that was syndicated to eighteen
Indiana radio stations. As the show reached more
and more listeners, Pence’s political career was
significantly reinvigorated.

Sandy Hook Elementary and same-sex
marriage. Same-sex marriage will cause a new
Civil War? (How civil is war, anyway?) Those are
Dobson’s views and he is Pence’s hero.

What is Mike Pence’s connection to the
“Alt Right”? Is it Stephen Bannon? Richard Spen-
cer? White nationalism? White Supremacy? Nazi
ideology? Is there really a connection between
white supremacy, the KKK, and the Nazis?

“Sexual behavior is the main plank in the
broad platform supporting the new Republican
party and particularly the Christian alt-right un-
der the loving guidance of religious fanatic Mike
Pence and his friends and mentors in the evan-
gelical/televangelical world.”®

According to Ursula Faw, and many oth-
ers, all of this movement toward the extreme
religious right began in earnest during Ronald
Reagan’s first term as president. Pat Robertson
spoke out against pluralism, Billy Graham an-
nounced, “I’'m for evangelicals ‘getting control of
the Congress, getting control of the bureaucracy,
getting control of the executive branch of govern-
ment. If we leave it to the other side we’re going
to be lost.””” Tim LaHaye and Phyllis Schlafly
proposed the same ideas.

Media clearly was a boon to the evangel-
ical-political movement as Pat Robertson’s TV
program, the 700 Club, was at the top of Nielsen
ratings in 1985.8

Subsequently, Pence became a friend of
Erik Prince, a former Navy SEAL and founder
of Blackwater, a security company sometimes
referred to as a mercenary militia probably be-
cause of its murder of seventeen Iraqi citizens in
Baghdad in 2007.° Prince is currently considering
running for the U.S. Senate as a Republican in
Wyoming with the backing of Stephen Bannon.™
Prince’s family funded the Family Research
Council and James Dobson’s Focus on the Fam-
ily. His sister is Betsy DeVos, the current U.S.
Secretary of Education. Apparently, they were
also friends of Charles Colson—the first of Rich-
ard Nixon’s Watergate conspirators to be sen-
tenced."

If, in the next few years, “Make America
Great Again” begets “Make America Christian
Again,” Pence and his cohorts will have succeed-
ed in doing precisely what they scream against—
making the United States into the Christian equiv-
alent of Iran—a Christian Caliphate.



0 "You melly weet bo koow
it | coender cocl (zmpem !

A "Nt ploce of esn”

(p—

!
i
'

=il

$\$ VODERN GOVERNME!

A

Plate 56
John A. O’Connor, /Il Eagle,” 2017-18. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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Donald John Trump, the 45th president of the
United States, a real estate mogul and former re-
ality television star, is also a supposed billionaire.
| say supposed because no one—except maybe
those in his inner circle—really knows. He was
the only major-party presidential candidate since
Gerald Ford not to release at least one income
tax form.!

Trump was a very successful TV show
host of The Apprentice for fourteen seasons even
though he had initially told producer Mark Burnett
that reality television “was for the bottom feeders
of society.”

But, as a businessman, prior to becoming
president, he probably was best known for Trump
Tower, the Taj Mahal, Trump Castle, and Mar-a-
Lago, a Florida estate in Palm Beach.

He is also well known for his comment on
John McCain. “He’s not a war hero. He’s a war
hero because he was captured. | like people who
weren’t captured.™

DONALD TRUMP IS BEST KNOWN FOR
Real Estate Tycoon
Worth $3.1 billion (estimate by Forbes)
Reality TV Star: The Apprentice
“You're fired!”
Book: Art of the Deal
Trump Tower
Taj Mahal
Birther Movement
Barack Obama was born in Keyna
Crooked Hillary
“Lock ‘er up”
Miss USA Pageants

* * * & &

TRUMP

PENCE

MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!
2016

Miss Universe Pageants
Megyn Kelly
Trump University
Mexican Border Wall
Repeal ACA
Rebuild Military
Defends Gun Rights
Vladimir Putin + The Russian Connection
Anti-Transgender
Withdrew from Trans Pacific Partnership
Fired FBI DirectordJames Comey
Married Three Times
First marriage presided over by
Norman Vincent Peale
Supports increased use of Fossil Fuels:
Coal in particular
Says the EPAis a “disgrace”
Says “Global warming is a Chinese hoax”
Never releases income tax returns
Withdrew from Paris climate Agreement




Plate 57
John A. O’Connor, The Beat Goes On, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.




The incident at a Starbucks in Philadelphia—
America’s top-rated coffee house chain' —hap-
pened on April 12, 2018. It focused a nation’s
attention on the plight of two, seemingly innocent,
black men who were arrested for trespassing
while they were waiting for a business meeting
with a “white local businessman.”

Racial profiling in America is nothing
new—although it apparently wasn’t called that
until recently. In fact, racial profiling—under
whatever guise it took—is older than America. It
was first applied to the “natives” by Spanish King
Charles 1in 1514 and was even upheld in Mary-
land murder trials as early as 1642.%2 As early as
1669, the murder of a slave by his master was
not only legal, it was sanctioned by the “Casual
Slave Killing Act,” revised that year in Virginia.
And by 1693, Philadelphia (coincidentally?) had
“authorized the police to take up any ‘Negro’
seen ‘gradding’ about without a pass from his or
her master.” It made no difference whether the
Negro was or was not a slave.

Fast forward to April 14 when Philadelphia
Police Commissioner Richard Ross said the po-
licemen who arrested Rashon Nelson and Donte
Robinson were disrespected by the two black
men. He went on to say that the officers did noth-
ing wrong, and “denied that race had affected the
police response.™

One week later, the Commissioner, who
is also a black man, decided to abruptly change
direction. He said, “It is me who in large part
made most of the situation worse than it was.

So for that, it is my sincere apology to those two
men, and even to these officers and to the other

people around this city who | have failed in a
variety of ways on this incident.” Ross went on to
say, “l should have said the officers acted within
the scope of the law, and not that they didn’t do
anything wrong,” he said. “Messaging is impor-
tant, and | failed miserably in this regard.”

“Shopping while black,” or “Retail Racism’
appears to be rampant in 21st century America. It
is common knowledge, unfortunately, that many
U.S. companies have been sued in the United
States for a variety of racial issues and have set-
tled, in some cases for millions of dollars. They
include Barneys, Wal-Mart, Southern California
Edison, Abercrombie & Fitch, Denny’s, BMW,
Coca-Cola, CVS, Macy’s, Donald Trump, General
Electric, Ford Motor Company, Bass Pro Outdoor
World LLC and others.

It is a long, long line.
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Plate 58
John A. O’Connor, Your Nation, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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Yellow journalism has a number of synonyms
such as fish story, hype, puffery, tall story, and
whopper." Many Americans probably believe that
it is a term coined by current U.S. President Don-
ald Trump who repeatedly refers to a great deal
of mainstream news reporting as “fake news.”
But yellow journalism, or fake news, is not new.
It has been around for quite awhile, and was a
major factor in the U.S. expansion of its overseas
empire and into war with Spain in Cuba and the
Philippine Islands.2

So, where did the term come from? Ac-
cording to many sources, it began in New York
(where else?) in the 1890s as Joseph Pulitzer
and William Randolph Hearst, two of America’s
most heralded newspaper publishers, battled it
out—mano a mano—in a competition to domi-
nate New York City’s journalism market.

But the term itself apparently came from a
comic strip called Hogan’s Alley originally pub-
lished in the New York World—Pulitzer’s paper.
It featured a character known as the Yellow
Kid, and evidently was so popular that it greatly
increased sales of Pulitzer’'s World. Not to be
outdone, Hearst hired the cartoonist of Hogan’s
Alley, Richard Outcault, away from the World.
Pulitzer, in retaliation, hlred another cartoonist to

continue the comic strip for his paper. The result
of the so-called “battle over the Yellow Kid” culmi-
nated in the term “yellow journalism.”

Yellow journalism then precipitated the
U.S. entry into war over Cuba. “The most famous
anecdote surrounding Hearst’s zeal for the war
involves a legendary communication between
illustrator Frederick Remington and Hearst. As
the story goes, Remington, who had been sent to
Cuba to cover the insurrection, cabled to Hearst
that there was no war to cover. Hearst allegedly
replied with, “You furnish the pictures. I'll furnish
the war.” ™

There is also evidence that yellow jour-
nalism as “fake news” originated in 1894 in an
illustration in Puck magazine featuring frenzied
“gentlemen” holding newspapers with headings
such as “Humbug News,” “Cheap Sensation, and,
yes, “Fake News.” Ironically, Puck was even-
tually purchased by William Randolph Hearst.®
And, even more ironically, the most prestigious
award given to journalists is the Pulitzer Prize first
given in 19177 —the year before Hearst’s Puck
magazine ceased publication because of lack of
interest. It is also quite understandable, that in
subsequent years, many Pulitzer Prizes went to
none other than The New York World.
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Plate 59
John A. O’Connor, We’re Number One?, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.
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Many Americans believe we have the best health
care system in the world. Many studies do not
support that belief, but Forbes disputes that
conclusion.' Dr. Gary Price and his contributing
author, Tim Norbeck, contend that the American
Health Care System (ls there really an American
Health Care System?) is harder to manage be-
cause of the huge U.S. population of 323 million.
It states that all of the countries recently cited as
having better health care systems are far smaller
than the U.S., and therefore they have far fewer
problems managing “health care outcomes.” It
goes on to state that “poverty and other social de-
terminants [in the U.S.] have a significant impact
on our health and healthcare costs.” It contin-
ues, “Ezekiel J. Emanuel, MD, observes that
‘administrative costs contribute significantly to
the cost difference between the U.S. and others
used in the comparison’” and that is a point on
which everyone agrees.* The authors conclude
that American medicine performs significantly
more “high-margin, high volume procedures” [like
knee replacements] than, for example, the Neth-
erlands.® And, finally, American health care costs
more because of those damn lawyers who chase
ambulances and find unlimited reasons to sue
doctors for malpractice. They even say, “No other
country has our onerous I|ab|I|ty laws.”®

So, where does the American Health Care
System rank in the world? Well, if you accept
the Forbes article (and its explanations), the
U.S. would be number one if only poverty, sui-
cide, murder by guns, car crashes and resultant
deaths, obesity and diabetes were not the world’s
highest, and if drugs were less expensive, hous-
ing was improved, jobs were better, and reporting
of all health issues were standardized throughout
the world. Then, the U.S. might be fairly judged.”
Then we could convincingly yell, “We’re Number
One!”

Okay. They’re all convincing reasons
aren’t they? Or, are they? For example, nearly
26 million Americans still don’t have any health
insurance at all.® The World Health Organization
ranks the U.S. Health Care System at number 37
in the world—behind Greece (13), Iceland (15),
and close ally Saudi Arabia (26). We are, how-
ever, ahead of Slovenia and Barbados.® Yet, U.S.
citizens spent an average of $10,348 per person
on healthcare in 2016, while Japanese citizens
spent an average of $4,519.'° Japanese women
live an average of six years longer than American
women while Japanese men live an average of
four years longer than American men."

So, We’re Number One?

******************
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Plate 60
John A. O’Connor, Who Knew?, 2018. Digital Image, 21 x 17 in.




The Constitution of the United States of America
guarantees that we Americans have access to in-
formation that the government can’t, doesn’t, and
won’t suppress—the freest press in the world.
Right?

If that were only true. Apparently most
Americans believed that it was, until the recent
spate of fake news hit the airwaves, accompa-
nied by the revival of so-called yellow [print] jour-
nalism. But since a lot of Americans believe that
we have the best health care in the world, do they
also seriously believe that we have true freedom
of speech, of expression and of the press? Well,
do we?

On the “2018 World Press Freedom In-
dex,” the United States ranks number 45.2 That is
behind Romania (44), Burkina Faso (41), Lithu-
ania (36), Namibia (26), Ghana (23), Estonia
(12), and even Jamaica (6). Almost all European
countries rank ahead of us too! In fact, so do sev-
eral Central and South American countries.

Of course, this is only one group’s opinion.
Freedom House says the U.S. has a free press,
but it also says, “Press freedom globally has de-
clined to its lowest levels in 13 years, thanks both
to new threats to journalists and media outlets in
major democracies, and to further crackdowns on
independent media in authoritarian countries like
Russia and China.” It continues, “Borrowing a

Trump has labeled the news media as ‘enemies
of the people.” ™ And, even though this organiza-
tion states that the “United States remains one of
the most press-friendly countries in the world,” it
does note that “recent presidents have sought to
limit their exposure to reporters.” It even reports
that President Obama “pursued a crackdown on
federal officials who leaked information to the
press, while many journalists chafed at what they
regarded as excessive efforts to control access to
the Obama White House.”

So what can we learn from this? The U.S.
Constitution may say that we are guaranteed
freedom of speech, of expression, and of the
press, but we are currently witnessing a continu-
ing decline of these “freedoms” in the U.S. and
around the world.

And, in America, perhaps the most exag-
gerated visual image of this erosion is represent-
ed by kneeling football players. But, not to worry
because the National football League recently
has institutionalized a program to limit that free-
dom of expression (“Fire the sons a bitches!”)
that is supported by many Americans, U.S. cor-
porations, and Donald Trump—the President of
the United States. Pardon me, but apparently
those constitutional guarantees are really relative.
Who knew?
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About John A. O’Connor

John A. O’Connor is a well-known American artist
primarily recognized for his Chalkboard Series,

a group of works that repeatedly question the
boundaries between reality and illusion.

Born in Twin Falls, Idaho, in 1940, John
grew up in Sacramento, California, where he at-
tended Sacramento City College to study archi-
tectural engineering before moving to Mexico City
to study art and architecture. In 1960, he returned
to California and received his A.B. with Honors
in 1961 and his M.A.A. in 1963 in painting and
drawing from the University of California—Davis.

He taught art at the University of Califor-
nia—Davis from 1961-63, the University of Califor-
nia—Santa Barbara from 1963-64, Blake College,
Valle de Bravo, Mexico from 1964-65, and Ohio
University, Athens from 1965-69. Beginning in
1969, he taught art at the University of Florida
(UF), Gainesville. He was named Professor of Art
in 1985, a position he held until his retirement in
2005.

During his time at the University of Florida,
he taught courses in painting, drawing, design,
art and engineering, computer art, performance
art, art history, art law (with the UF Levin Col-
lege of Law), and arts policy. He also originated,
implemented, and taught in the M.B.A. Degree
with Specialization in Arts Administration Pro-
gram. In 1987-88, he was the Acting Chairman of
the Department of Art.

In 1980-82, John A. O’Connor was Direc-
tor of the Appalachian Center for Crafts, and a
Division Director of the Tennessee Arts Commis-
sion. In 1983-84 and 1988-89, he served as the
Faculty Program Consultant to the Florida Board

MATTER

of Regents. O’Connor also founded, and was the
Executive Director of the Florida Higher Educa-
tion Arts Network (FHEAN) from 1985-2005.

From 1988 through 2005 he was also
founder and director of the UF CeENTER FOR THE
ARrTs AND PusLic PoLicy (CAPP). A sample of
programs sponsored or co-sponsored by CAPP
includes Art and Healing; Controversial Public
Art, the Legal and Ethical Dimensions; Censor-
ship and Obscenity in the Arts: Public Attitudes/
Legal Problems; Before and After Columbus: The
Use and Misuse of the Past; Women in the Nine-
ties: Sex, Power and Politics; and Culture and Art
and the Livability of Communities.

O’Connor has had thirty-six solo exhibi-
tions of his paintings in galleries and museums
nationwide including the Ringling Museum, Sara-
sota, Florida; the Santa Barbara Museum of Art,
California; the Pensacola Museum of Art, Florida
and the Cornell Fine Arts Museum at Rollins
College, Winter Park, Florida. His art has also
been exhibited in more than two hundred group
shows including the 33rd International Festival of
Painting at the Chateau Musée (Mediterranean
Museum of Contemporary Art), Cagnes-sur-Mer,
France (one of sixteen American artists invited),
and the 50th Annual All Florida Invitational at
the Boca Raton Museum of Art (one of fourteen
Florida artists invited).

John has received numerous awards
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no newcomer to technology and art. In the 1950s,
when he studied architectural engineering, he
also minored in mathematics and foreign lan-
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Innovation, and Design.” This course united art,
engineering, and technology concerns and led,
by 1974, to the UF Department of Art awarding its
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the Cross exploring the corruption and waste as-
sociated with government bureaucracy.
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